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Victory 
By Helen Rogers Smith 


ONG, long ago, men lifted high 

The cross, and let the Saviouy die; 
Yet down the ages, sounding clear, 
Triumphant over hate and fear, 
Echoes that timeless prayer so true, 
“Forgive them, for they know not what 

they do!” 


Long, long ago, before His tomb, 
Men set a watch to seal His doom; 

Yet still the air with victory rings, 
As glorious news an angel brings 
To all who mourn a Saviour dead, 
“Fear not ... for He is risen as He said!” 


A Full Day’s Work 


Every child of God always has 
plenty to do. Those who are all out 
for Him seldom find time hanging heavy 
on their hands; they rarely need to find 
ways to “kill time” or merely “pass 
the time,” for they should be “redeem- 
ing the time, because the days are evil” 
(Eph. 5:16). In fact, most Christian 
workers seem to have more than they 
can do. A good outline of the believer’s 
spiritual activity appeared recently on 
the French calendar, Méditations Quoti- 
diennes. It read: “Christian, remem- 
ber that you have today: a God to 
glorify (1 Cor. 6:20); a Saviour to imi- 
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tate (Eph. 5:2); a body to mortify (Rom. 
8:13); passions to subdue (Col. 3:5); 
graces and virtues to ask for (Phil. 
4:13); thanksgiving to offer (Psa. 56:12, 
13); works to accomplish (Matt. 25:40); 
a neighbor to edify (Rom. 15:2); a 
tongue to control (Jas. 3:8); and time 
to redeem (Eph. 5:16). And all this is 
to be done, not by your own strength, 
which is really weakness (Phil. 4:13), 
but by the power of Christ (2 Cor. 12: 


9).” 
4 
“Out of the Mouth of Babes” 


Children’s frankness is often re- 
freshing and startling. Sometimes God 
does use them to teach older folks les- 
sons, as suggested by the Psalmist, “Out 
of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
hast thou ordained strength because of 
thine enemies, that thou mightest still 
the enemy and the avenger” (Psa. 8:2). 
The following incident came recently 
from the Rev. Wade C. Smith: “I have 
just heard this story, related to me by 
the mother of a little boy, three 


% 


years and eight months old today. 
They were en route to Asheville by 
plane. In the next seat back df them 
sat two women, one elderly, the other 
quite young. They were smoking. The 
little boy, attracted by the fumes curl- 
ing over the back of his seat, climbed 
up and looked at them with that open- 
eyed frankness of a child. Presently he 
said to them, ‘Jesus doesn’t like that.’ 
The elderly woman leaned forward and 
said, ‘What did you say, little boy?’ ‘I 
said Jesus doesn’t like that,’ he replied. 
‘Why?’ she asked. ‘Because it will give 
you a dirty heart, the little boy an- 
swered. After a brief pause, she asked, 
‘How old are you, little boy?’ ‘I’m free 
years old,’ he answered. That was all. 
A minute of silence in the back seat. 
The mother touched the little boy on the 
arm and asked whether he wouldn't 
like to eat his cookie now. The little 
fellow’s father and grandfather are both 
ministers. He may become a great 
preacher, himself, some day—very likely 
will; but it is doubtful if in all his 
career he will ever pack more sound 
wisdom in so few words!” 
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Signs and Secrets of Revival 


By E. L. Langston 


The following editorial is a letter to 
his many friends throughout the 
world from Mr. Langston, dated 
Beatenberg, Switzerland, July 14, 
1956. He was for many years a 
speaker and council member of the 
Keswick Convention, England, and 
still represents that movement as he 
travels in other countries. He is the’ 
author of several books, and numer- 
ous articles by him have appeared in 
these columns.—Editor. 


NCE again I am back in this lovely 
place called Bibelheim, Beaten- 


berg. And it is such a joy to be 
in the fellowship that I find here. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“I will not leave you comfort- 
less: I will come to you” (John 
14:18). 























Recently during my visit in England 
I came across quite a number of peo- 
ple who are very much burdened about 
the subject of revival, and it is a joy 
to know that God is stirring up His 
people to pray for revival. I hear that 
there are quite a number ef churches 
which regularly have all nights of 
prayer, pleading with God to send a re- 
vival all the world over. To my mind 
this is a wonderful and a delightful 
move, provided that those who spend 
these nights in prayer are conscious of 
God’s plan for revival. I have seen 
revival in the hegrt of Africa during the 
past winter, and am living here in Beat- 
enberg jin the continuous atmosphere of 
revival; but as far as I know there have 
been no nights of prayer in Africa for 
revival, nor here in Beatenberg, and yet 
the power of God is manifested mightily 
in Ruanda and Urundi and Beatenberg. 
In Ruanda and Urundi during recent 
years, 2,500 churches have come into 
being, and nearly 200,000 baptized, and 
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every week sees two more churches 
come into being and souls are saved 
daily. This work is being done by the 
African converts themselves. There is 
no doubt, the power of God is mightily 
upon these churches in Africa. Visit- 
ing them as I have done, I seemed to be 
living in the atmosphere of the Acts 
of the Apostles which might be called 
“The Acts of the Holy Ghost.” 

Here also in Beatenberg there is a 
very wonderful fellowship. We have 
some 130 students of all nationalities, 
400 of them have already gone into the 
mission field. And this summer we shall 
have nearly 5,000 people visiting us, 
1,000 being teen-agers, as well as boys 
and girls in camp. The staff here re- 
ceives no salary. Many of the students 
pay no fees, and wherever the students 
go, the blessing of God seems to rest 
upon them. They are keen to win souls 
for Christ and there is a wonderful 
atmosphere and fellowship among us all. 
We are all exultant and joyous in our 
God. Our blessed Lord is a living and 
bright reality in our midst. We are 
so conscious in all we do and plan that 
He is guiding and controlling us, pro- 
viding for all our needs. Surely, this 
is revival. 

Now what is the secret of revival in 
Ruanda and Urundi and Beatenberg? 
It is not merely that we pray for re-“ 
vival, but that we pay for revival. We 
have not to agonize in prayer with an 
unwilling God to give us revival. He 
has already given us ALL THAT WE 
NEED. The secret of revival, as far as 
I see in Ruanda &nd Beatenberg, is 
found in the fact that we have a fellow- 
ship, men and women and young people 
who have absolutely surrendered all 
they are and have to be and to do the 
will of God. We all recognize that we 
in ourselves and of ourselves have no 
power whatever. But the Lord has said 
to us, and we have acted upon His 
promise: 

“BEHOLD, I GIVE UNTO YOU 
POWER .... over all the power of the 
enemy” (Luke 10:19). 

“Jesus came and spake unto them, say- 
ing, ALL POWER is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway even unto the end of the world” 
(Matt. 28: 18-20). 

“Blessed be the God and Father. of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, WHO HATH 
BLESSED US WITH ALL SPIRITUAL 
BLESSINGS in heavenly places in 
Christ: according as he hath chosen us 
in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we shouid be holy and with- 
out blame before him in love” (Eph. 
1:3, 4). 

“But my God SHALL SUPPLY ALL 
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YOUR NEED according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). 
These promises of our Lord are facts, 
and in Christ we have all power, all 
authority, all grace, and ALL THE RE- 
SOURCES OF HEAVEN. There is 
therefore no reason why we should not 
be living continuously in revival. We 
have not to plead with an unwilling 
God, BUT GOD IS PLEADING, ON 
THE OTHER HAND, WITH AN UN- 
WILLING PEOPLE. Provided that we 
are ready to pay the price of absolute 
surrender, absolute dependence, abso- 
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lute humility, in love serving one an- 
other and esteeming each other better 
than ourselves, walking in the Light, we 
have fellowship with the Father and 
with His Son Jesus Christ and with one 
another (1 John 1:7). ; 

To me these are the secrets and the 
foundations of the manifestation of re- 
vival in Ruanda and Beatenberg. What 
God is doing in Ruanda and in Beaten- 
berg, HE CAN DO IN ANY CHURCH 
ANYWHERE, PROVIDED THAT WE 
ARE WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE 
OF REVIVAL. 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


The Ecuador Story 


The item “What News of the FIVE 
Martyrs’ Wives?” in the Trmes of May 
19, 1956, was interesting and inspiring 
and we are glad to see it printed. It 
stresses the belief we have that the 
story of the attempted penetration into 
the Auca country would be even more 
inspiring and of especial interest to 
youth, with its frontier background 
and very modern pioneering objective, 
On this score we recall some items in 
the Times and now write to ask 
whether the whole story of the ex- 
ploring work and the final landing of 
the five airmen followed by their 
martyrdom is in a pamphlet or book- 
let which can be had from some 
source, possibly your company or the 
people at Wheaton, or, the Missionary 
Aviation Fellowship. at Fullerton, 
Calif. 

So we would ask for information on 
such a booklet, the cost, publishers, etc., , 
at your convenience. And we might 
suggest that the story might well be 
the base for a fine movie, as perhaps 
the idea these brave souls had was to 
crack the last frontier that exists on 
the earth today.—An Alabama reader. 
The complete story of the martyrdom 

of the five young men last January in 
Ecuador has been written by Abe C. 
Van der Puy, secretary of the World 
Radio Missionary Fellowship, Inc., which 
operates Station HCJB in Quito. It will 
be published by Harper & Brothers (49 
East 33rd St.. New York 16) at $3.75 a 
copy, and it is expected that it will be 
issued in March, 1957, under the title 
“Through Gates of Splendor.” 

The Reader’s Digest is publishing a 
condensation of Mr. Van der Puy’s book 
in its August issue. 

Steps are being taken to produce a 
documentary and Christian movie of the 
expedition to the Auca Indians, 


mY 
How Are Jews Saved? 


Being an eighty-six-year-old reader 
of the Times through forty or more 
years, I*am writing this in reference 
to the June 2nd, 1956, edition, George 
Davis’ “The Crisis in the Middle East,” 
“Whosoever shall deny me before men, 
him will I deny before my Father 


which is in heaven” (Matt. 10:33). 

“There is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

Can Israelis be spared from Arab 
persecution as long as they continue 
denial of Jesus as the Messiah? The 
descendants of Ishmael and his son- 
in-law, Esau (Gen. 28:9)—twin brother 
of Jacob the supplanter—will likely 
continue in enmity as long as the Jew- 
ish nation fails Jesus’ claims. The 
grasping, absorbing spirit of Jacob 
continues in his descendants to this 


day. 

‘Liberal Jews talk of the merits of 
Jesus, the Master man, but not as God’s 
Son, our Saviour. 

Our Christian church leaders en- 
courage religious relationships of Prot- 
estants, Roman Catholics, and Jews. 

Have you any comment?—A Cin- 
cinnati reader. 

Neither Mr. Davis nor THe Sunpay 
ScHoo. TIMEs believes that Jews who re- 
ject the Lord Jesus Christ will be saved. 
But there are wonderful promises in 
Scripture relating to the Jewish people, 
as, for instance, Jeremiah 31:3 and Ro- 
mans 11:26-36. These passages throw 
considerable light on the problem. 

The Times does not believe that Chris- 
tians should overlook the differences be- 
tween Jews, Roman Catholics, and true 
Protestants, for there is only one way 
of salvation. It is wrong for ministers 
of the Gospel to appear on the same 
platform with rabbis and priests and 
give the impression that their disagree- 
ments are negligible and that we are 
all going toward the same’ goal, only by 
different ways. This is misleading to 
the people, for it minimizes the radical 
differences between Jews, Catholics, and 
Protestants. 

There are mysteries connected with 
God’s dealings with the Jewish people 
which we cannot fully understand at 
present, but we can accept His promises 
by faith. In this present age God is 
calling out a people for His name, from 
among Jews or Gentiles, and all who 
are born again constitute the true 
Church, in whatever nation or denomi- 
nation they may be. In Christ, saved 
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Life’s Sure Anchor 


“My soul is bowed down... My heart 


is fixed” (Psa. 57:6, 7) 


N PSALM 57, which is one of the 
I most beautiful as well as one of the 

most human of all the Psalms, we 
get an interpretation.of life. We find 
in it also a key to the right understand- 
ing of the ways of God with men. This 
Psalm, attributed to David, is said to 
have been written by him when he was 
sheltering in the cave, after being pur- 
sued by Saul, who sought to take away 
his life, and thus to frustrate the purposes 
of God expressed in the anointing he 
had received of God, and his appoint- 
ment to the throne. There we find 
David in hiding; things were going 
badly with him; hence this Psalm, which 
is the outbreaking of his. soul. It be- 
gins in the minor key, but mark how 
it ends with the great crash of a major 
chord. It is the record of a man who 
begins by feeling that he is over- 
whelmed, and who ends by realizing 
that all the time he has been over- 
shadowed. The pressure of his foes from 
without has only served to reveal to his 
heart the reality of the presence of God 
within. His trials have been but the 
pathway to ultimate and complete tri- 
umph. Since those early days spent on 
the hillside with his sheep, days free 
and unfettered, and since the day when 
he was anointed king, when a new vista 
of usefulness opened up before him, 
circumstances have changed. But though 
his circumstances have changed, his con- 
fidence in God is unshaken. Hence he 
is able to say, “My soul is bowed down 
... [but] my heart is fixed.” I believe 
in God more truly here in the cave; I 
have a deeper, firmer trust in Him now 
than I did when I slew the lion and the 
bear, and when I went out in His name 
to fight against Goliath. 


In Critical Experiences 

“My soul is bowed down . . . my heart 
is fixed.” These words of the psalmist, 
surely, afford guidance for every one of 
‘us in those critical experiences of life 
which constantly overtake us, those 
hours of depression when we are over- 
burdened, when the pressure of things 
becomes too heavy to be borne, when 
we are exposed to the attacks of the 
Evil One, and when the soil of our 
hearts becomes so receptive of the nox- 
ious seeds of doubt and _ unbelief. 
Blessed, indeed, is the man, who, in that 
hour, when all things seem to be slip- 
ping from him, is able to say, “My soul 
is bowed down . . . my heart is fixed.” 
Such a one will not easily be moved. It 
is sadly true that too often in those 
hours of depression that come upon 
every one of us, the result is entirely 
different. Too often discouragement 
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By the late J. STUART HOLDEN, D.D. 


Dr. Holden was a British minister, 
for many years a popular speaker at 
the Keswick Convention, and a well- 
known writer and spiritual leader. 
Through the kindness of Miss Eva 
Bestley of London The Sunday 
School] Times, and some other Amer- 
ican Christian journals, have been 
able to obtain transcripts of several 
of Dr. Holden’s sermons. He had a 
great capacity for sympathy with 
others, an insight into their troubles 
and temptations, and a gift for setting 
forth comforting truths from God’s 
Word in a most helpful way. In this 
sermon we see how it is not un- 
common for the heart of a Christian 
to be bowed down, and yet to be 
firmly fixed in God. 





leads a man to despair, and too often 
despair leads a man to positive deser- 
tion of the cause of Christ, to which 
he has pledged himself. And the rea- 
son for it is to be found just here— 
he has not learned that the true secret 
of peace is within, that the true secret 
of steadfastness is to be found, not 
merely in the enlightened mind, but in 
the fixed heart. Oh, that we may all 
learn that secret! : 
There is much cause in life, especially 
to the serious man, for the bowed-down 
soul. “My soul is bowed down” is some- 
thing he most frequently says to God, 
and to God alone. Indeed, the bowed- 
down soul is the distinguishing mark 
of true seriousness of life and purpose. 
The man who is thoughtless about great 
moral and spiritual concerns, who is 
indifferent to the higher claims of God, 
and of his own life—that man’s soul is 
not bowed down, and never will be. 


But the man whose perception has been | 


awakened by the touch of God in Jesus 
Christ, whose appreciation has been 
quickened, whose sensibilities have been 
refined, and whose desires have been 
elevated, such a one must needs experi- 
ence many hours when his soul is bowed 
down within him. 

It is not inappropriate here to remem- 
ber that we look out upon a troubled 
world. Even within the Church itself 
there are dissensions, and this when the 
Church sHould be united in its witness. 
Precious opportunities are being frit- 
tered away while the enemy is mocking, 
and the work of devastation is being 
perpetrated. The serious-minded man 
who looks out upon the world cannot 
but have his hours of gloom and de- 
pression; he cannot but say often, “My 
soul is bowed down.” But, blessed is 


he, who, in that hour, can look out, and 
then can look up, and can say, “O Lord, 
my heart is fixed. My heart is set upon 
Jehovah.” 

Let us, however, take these two frag- 
ments, and consider them in the light 
of our own personal concerns. 


In Difficulties in Our Own Nature 


“My soul is bowed down.” There are 
many causes by which men come into 
this state. There are difficulties of 
which we become increasingly conscious 
in our own nature. The man who 
pledges obedience to Christ, who sets 
out on the pilgrimage toward Zion, who 
undertakes the great task of giving him- 
self undividedly and unreservedly to 
the Lord who bought him, is soon made 
aware of the difficulties of the situation 
in himself. The discrepancy, for in- 
stance, between his moral liabilities and 
assets is enough to bring him into 
gloom and despair. His liabilities—how 
great they are! How difficult it is to 
witness to Christ before a world which 
knows Him not; to subdue in himself 
all the expressions of evil tendency and 
desire, and to live as a man of God 
ought to live. When he tries to live 
this life to which he has been called he 
finds that his assets and moral resources 
are insufficient. Spiritual visions tend 
to fade away, emotions prove to be 
volatile, inspirations are too often 
elusive. Who has not discovered the 
treachery of his own heart when he has 
come to an issue with conscience? In 
the hour of swift and sudden trial, who 
has not found his heart going over to 
the enemy, while his conscience remains 
outraged within? It is on this account 
that we are at times bowed down in 
soul. It almost seems as though we 
never shall reach the goal of our hopes. 

Again, it may be that our. souls are 
bowed down within us because of un- 
expected and unprovoked opposition 
which has come into our lives. We have 
honestly sought to be true to God, and 
without any justification, as it seems, 
we find ourselves absorbed in severe 
and stern opposition, so much so, that 
the actual experiences of our lives seem 
to contradict the clear assurance of God. 
We have longed for peace, and, behold, 
warfare; we have looked for rest, and 
behold, trouble; we have looked for 
light, and, behold, clouds and darkness. 
Indeed, our progress in obedience to the 
will of God has seemed to involve us 
in more violent opposition than ever 
in the world, in the home, and some- 
times even in the church itself. There 
are times when our best, as we honestly 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





FOREWORD 

T WAS just a quarter of a century 
I ago when the late Dr. Charles G. 

Trumbull began a correspondence 
with the one who is about to begin 
writing these columns each month, a 
correspondence that led to a friendship 
that I count as one of the greatest priv- 
ileges of my life. How many articles 
and book reviews I have since writ- 
ten for this notable journal, I do not 
know, and it really doesn’t matter. 

I would like to say on taking up this 
new task that I count it a particular 
honor to be asked to carry on that de- 
partmént which my dear friend, the late 
Mr. Ernest Gordon, so brilliantly con- 
ducted. Whenever an issue of THE SUN- 
DAY ScHoot Trmes came in my mail, 
carrying one of his famous monthly 
contributions, I never let the sun set 
without carefully reading every word 
in those columns. Nor did I ever finish 
without finding something which I had 
never heard of before, and that would 
prove particularly useful in some task 
I might be engaged in at the time, writ- 
ing or teaching. ° 

I regret that I do not know the Scan- 
dinavian language as Mr. Gordon did, 
but I covet the earnest prayers of all 
readers of the Times that the Lord 
will graciously bring to my desk: those 
things that will prove of the greatest 
blessing to the thousands of devoted be- 
lievers who turn for help every week 
to this journal. I greatly appreciate it 
that my friend, Dr. Philip E. Howard, 
has asked me to continue, within my 
own limitations, this work of Mr. Er- 
nest Gordon. 


Revivals here and there, around this 
earth, are breaking forth, as a result 
of faithfulness in prayer, and the true 
preaching of the Gospel, undoubtedly 
the work ‘of the Holy Spirit. Mr. Her- 
man Becker, a missionary from Bucks 
County, Pa., working at Koror, in the 
Palan District of the West Caroline 
Islands (in the South Pacific), says that 
every week since June 12, 1955, souls 
have been confessing their sins, and re- 
ceiving Christ as their Saviour, so that 
in ten months 498 souls “have come to 
a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.” 
There are many cities in our own United 
States of 100,000 population, and more, 
which have not known nearly as many 
as 498 conversions in the last ten months! 
At least twelve Catholics have been 
born again. The priests do everything 
they can think of to get them to return, 
to which the converts reply: “We are 
not Protestants. We are born-again 





The Editor is happy to announce 
that, in this issue, Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith succeeds the late Mr. Ernest 
Gordon as editor of the Survey. For 
nearly thirty year (since March 24, 
1928) many of Dr. Smith’s articles 
have been appearing in The Sunday 
School Times, he writes regularly 
for the Moody Monthly, and fre- 
quently for other journals. He is the 
author of several books, most of 
which have been reviewed in the 
Times. He is professor of English 
Bible at Fuller Theological Semi- 
nary, Pasadena, Calif., and editor of 
“Peloubet’s Select Notes,” the well- 
known annual volume on the Inter- 








national Uniform Sunday School 
Lessons. 

Christians, and have Jesus in our 

hearts.” 


In meetings held in a baseball park, 
and a railway shed, and in public 
plazas, in the earlier part of this year, 
two evangelistic teams of the Latin 
America Mission saw 2,006 people 
make decisions for Christ in six 
cities of Cuba and Trinidad, within four 
weeks, 


The campaign in Australia, under the 
leadership of Dr. J. Edwin Orr, has been 
blessed with such abundant blessing 
that I will be devoting a column to it 
in the next issue of this department. 


Prayer for the Far East Broadcasting 
Company should be offered by great 
numbers of Christian people just at this 
time as they are about to enter upon a 
greater enlargement of their work. They 
have recently purchased from the United 
States Government an entire Voice of 
America radio installation consisting of 
two electronic transmitters, one a 50,000 
watt RCA band switching transmitter 
and the other a 100,000 watt GE, twice 
as powerful as any commercial station 
licensed to operate in the United States. 
These two transmitters, together with 
the entire antenna array and associated 
equipment, have been secured for $30,- 
500. They are now being dismantled and 
crated for shipment to Manila. 

We realize that the initial cost is only 
part of the tremendous expertditure nec- 
essary to placing these transmitters on 
the air. The United States Government 
has used these transmitters to beam 
official programs as far as seven thou- 
sand miles away. The Far East Broad- 
casting Company will move them within 
six hundred miles of the coast of China 
and use them exclusively for proclaim- 





By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


ing the Gospel of Christ in the language 
of the Orient and iron curtain countries. 
The headquarters of this splendid group 
is at Whittier, Calif, 


The Church of East Germany has en- 
tered upon a life-and-death struggle 
and greatly needs the understanding, 
prayers, and encouragement of Chris- 
tians throughout the land. In Germany, 
most confirmations take place just be- 
fore Easter when thousands of children 
leave school. This season of the year, 
for many years, has been a time of 
solemn dedication to Christ and the 
Church on the part of German. youth. 


But now the Communist Government 
has established a rival ceremony which 
they call the Rite of Dedication in which 
every young person at the Easfer sea- 
son is urged to participate. This in- 
volves an oath to Communism which 
ultimately means an oath to atheism. 
Schoolteachers.and principals put pres- 
sure on these children, almost command- 
ing them to participate in this faith- 
denying ceremony. They even visit the 
homes of these children, warning the 
parents of dire consequences that will 
follow if their children are not made to 
dedicate themselves to the Communist 
cause. 

Pastors and congregations, once agents 
for the sale of Christian literature, are 
now forbidden to participate in this 
kind of work. 

Thirteen workers of the Railway Mis- 
sion have been arrested on the false 
charge of spying. 

Professors of theological seminaries 
have been called together to be repri- 
manded for their failure to vigorously 
promote Communism. 

The Communists are now determined to 
launch one final’ compaign to eradicate 
religion out of the hearts of the people 
of East Germany. Most religious in- 
struction is now forbidden in the church. 
Atheistic propaganda is being circulated 
more widely than ever. One wonders 
what we would have done at the age 
of fourteen or fifteen if pressures had 
been brought to bear on us to decide 
to be loyal either to Christ or to a pow- 
erful and brutal government. 


New translations of the Bible will no 
doubt be appearing from time to time 
in the future, as in the years gone by, 
some dependable and some not. A 
group of conservative scholars in our 
country are now continuously engaged 
in work on what will ultimately be 
known as the Berkeley Version of the 
Bible, following principles used in the 
Berkeley Version of the New Testament 
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published in 1945, the work of one man, 
Dr. Gerrit Verkuyl, which has met with 
wide approval on the part of scholars 
throughout the land. In setting forth 
the various features of this version, an 
announcement says that it will “offer 
the most complete and up-to-date trans- 
lation in modern English yet provided 
to Bible lovers.” Among those working 
with Dr. Verkuyl are Dr. Samuel Schultz 
of Wheaton College, Dr. Hathaway 
Struthers and Prof. J. Barton Payne of 
Bob Jones University, Prof. David E. 
Culley of Western Seminary, Pittsburgh, 
Prof. Martin J. Wyngaarden of Calvin 
Theological Seminary, and others. 

With the vast archaeological discov- 
eries being made in the Near East, the 
labor being exerted on the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, and the unusual amount of 
spade work being carried on by Hebrew 
scholars to determine the exact mean- 
ing, as far as possible, of every Hebrew 
word in the Old Testament, we may 
expect in the next few years a more 
accurate translation of the original texts 
than has yet been produced, 


Opposition to the Gospel message is 
becoming more and more evident in 
many of the nations of the earth where 
once extended missionary activity was 
possible. The unceasing hatred of Com- 
munism for the Christian faith is, of 
course, a matter of common knowledge, 
though we think of it too rarely and 
have become almost numb to its sig- 
nificance. The statistics reveal tragedy. 

Fifty-nine theologicak seminaries in 
Poland have been closed since 1952, and 
the subjects of Theology and Canon Law 
have been removed from the curriculum 
of Lublin. This involves Roman Cath- 
olic institutions almost entirely, of 
course, but there was little else in Po- 
land that even presented Christian 
themes. 

In Roumania, all bishops and over 
seven hundred priests were arrested 
several years ago. 

Fathers in Communistic countries who 
permit their children to attend any form 
of religious service, or to receive re- 
ligious instruction are being arrested, 
persecuted in their business relation- 
ships, and often sent into exile. 

Czechoslovakia is undertaking a na- 
tion-wide program to annihilfte all re- 
ligious practices, and to destroy faith in 
even the idea of God. Here the Society 
for the Dissemination of Political and 
Scientific Knowledge carries on a syste- 
matic campaign for what they term 
“scientific atheistic propaganda,” insist- 
ing that religion is a man-made concept 
which should now be set aside as un- 
necessary, and attempting to persuade the 
citizens that they are now completely 
happy and need no better life to come. 

A teen-ager recently sent a letter to 
a Czechoslovakia newspaper in which 
she stated in part: “I believe in honest 
work, in love, in myself, and not in any- 
thing supernatural. Everything around 
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me has been done by human hands and 
evolved by human brains, so there is no 
reason to believe in God.” To indoctrin- 
ate millions of young people with ideas 
like this is to set the stage for Anti- 
christ, nothing less, 





Disturbing reports in the field of mis- 
sionary endeavor continue to come from 
Egypt. Two missionaries of the Egypt 
General Mission have been ordered by 
the government to leave that country 
because they were teaching Christianity 
to Muslim pupils. To the present time, 
the Mission has required all attending 
its schools to be present at prayers and 
Scripture lessons. New legislation re- 
quires that all schools teach Mohamme- 
danism to Muslim students, Judaism to 
Jewish students, and the Christian faith 
to Christians. Most of Egypt’s 284 for- 
eign schools are conducted by Christian 
missionary groups, and in these schools 
there are 35,000 students who claim to 
be Muslims. 

Thus, if this law is enforced, a Chris- 
tian instructor in a mission school will 
be teaching things which he himself 
knows are not true and are not suffi- 
cient for salvation and eternal life. How 
can a Christian, believing the Bible to 
be the Word of God, teach the Koran, 
except as a piece of literature? Many 
of the Christian missions have already 
acquiesced in this, however. 





The last few years have witnessed an 
enormous upsurge of Buddhism. This 
year millions of Buddhists will be cele- 
brating the 2,500th anniversary of the 
death of Buddha. Even the Chinese 
Communists are participating in these 
rites, and are insisting that in Bud- 
dhism’ their land is rightly united with 
the remainder of Asia. Prime Minister 
Nehru refers to Buddha as “the greatest 
Indian in recorded history.” As an ar- 
ticle in the New York Times says, “In 
1956 there will be few things that will 
touch the lives of more people.” A new 
ten-volume Buddhist encyclopedia is 
being compiled by some nine hundred 
scholars throughout the world, and plans 
are being made for its publication in 
1960. This will embrace 15,000 pages 
and 5,000 illustrations. 

Furthermore, word has come that 
Moslem missionaries are now being sent 
to the west coast of the United States 
in an effort to spread the teachings of 
Islam throughout this country. 


The Evangelical Alliance Mission (2839 
W. McLean Ave., Chicago) has pub- 
lished some figures on its correspondence 
courses in India which are quite amaz- 
ing. During the past year, from the cen- 
ter at Nargaon, East Khandesh, 20,947 
natives enrolled in the course in John’s 
Gospel, of which 5,052 completed the 
work and received certificates. Over 
19,000 began the course in John’s Gospel 
in the Hindi language, with 1,371 fin- 
ishing the study. Since the initiation 
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of these Life of Christ and Light of 
Life courses, 400,000 natives have been 
enrolled in the Gospel of John corre- 
spondence courses alone, and 47,000 in 
the Acts of the Apostles course, 

One may well know that converts 
grounded in the Word of God in this 
manner may be counted upon to be 
faithful, whatever temptations, threats, 
and sufferings may come to them in 
these strange days. I was not previously 
aware that any correspondence course 
relating to the Word of God in Africa 
or Asia had such large enrollment fig- 
ures—perhaps beyond anything that any 
similar courses in our Own country can 
report. 


A remarkable communication has just 
been received by a friend of mine from 
a devoted missionary in Thailand, re- 
lating to a matter about which I know 
nothing apart from this letter, and I 
place it before my readers for what it 
is worth. How little we know here in 
our land, most blessed, of the thoughts 
that are filling the minds of millions of 
people in different parts of the world! 

“Everyone going to school here in 
Thailand these days dreams of going 
abroad to study. Few, if any, Christians 
go abroad. It should be the other way 
around. 

“This older brother of Chalome’s, 
whose name is Chalaam, is considered 
the greatest prophet of the day here in 
Thailand. His prophecies are made con- 
cerning Thailand. He warns all who 
were born in the four years with the 
names beginning with ‘Ma’ to be espe- 
cially careful. Nai Lourer the rich man 
who ran all of General Phin’s business 
was born in one of those years, and he 
Was a passenger on the Thai plane that 
so tragically crashed on Easter Sunday 
in. Korat. 

“All those who died in the bus crash 
at Hua Hin were supposed to have been 
born in those years. So the Bangkok 
Times—the Thai newspaper, had pic- 
tures and two or three pages devoted 
to it. The Queen of Thailand is sup- 
posed to have had some peculiar dream 
that foretold strange and horrible hap- 
penings. 

“During Constitution Day Fair to be 
held the latter part of November a:great 
number are going to die—the prophet 
Chalaam foretells that a world war will 
start at that time. All the populace 
from the Premier down are all excited 
about it. They are terribly upset and 
frightened and filled with a dreadful 
fear. 

“This surely fits in with Bible proph- 
ecy about strange and weird signs in 
the earth created by the Devil and lead- 
ing up to the rule by Anti-christ. These 
people will be ripe for a leader next 
year if this kind of thing continues! 

“Pray that during this Buddhist year 
of 2499 that hundreds and even thous- 
ands may turn to Christ in this land. .. . 

“Spirit-worship is interwoven in the 
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Buddhist religion of Thailand. Every 
Thai home, rich or poor, boasts an ornate 
spirit-house, usually situated on a ped- 
estal somewhere in the front part of 
their property. These decorative little 
pieces are residences of evil spirits who 
are given a daily offering of food and 
joss sticks and incense are lighted. De- 
mons are given due respect in this coun- 
try. This in a so-called democratic state 
whose towns and villages boast indi- 
vidually owned radios, Singer sewing 
machines; and whose Temple-studded 
capita] launched its first television pro- 
gram within the last year. Yes, this is 
indeed the land of smiling lost souls!” 


An unusually long and fruitful min- 
istry was brought to a close recently 
‘in the Home-going of Dr. William G. 
Coltman (1887 to Feb. 4, 1956), pastor of 
the Highland Park Baptist Church, in 
the Detroit area, for forty-two years. 

When Dr. Coltman came to the church 
in 1914, services were being held in a 
dance hall at Woodward and Buena 
Vista Avenues. By 1915, when the first 
building was erected, the membership 
had grown to 270; in thirty years, this 
figure had increased to over 1,600, and 
before Dr. Coltman’s death, member- 
ship had reached nearly 2,000. 

Although it was never my privilege 
to meet this faithful pastor, I was al- 
ways reminded when speaking in De- 
troit that there was an outstanding Bib- 
lical ministry in that area being carried 
on by this servant of God. 

Dr. Coltman centered his teaching in 
the Word of God; he was a careful stu- 
dent of the” Holy Scriptures, and his 
congregation knew when they came into 
the house of God on the Lord’s Day 
that they would be fed with heavenly 
manna. Clear, interesting, ever-fresh 
expository preaching seems too scarce 
at the present time, but wherever one 
finds it, there also will he find abundant 
fruit. 


“Be Sober.”—Three times Paul in his 
Epistles and three more times Peter in 
his First Epistle exhorts Christians to 
be sober, while the adverb “soberly” 
occurs twice more in Paul’s Epistles and 
“sober-minded” is found five times in 
the writings of the same great apostle 
(1 Thess. 5:6, 8; 1 Pet. 1:13; 4:7; Titus 
2:5, 6, etc.). I could not help but think 
of these apostolic exhortations when 
reading the church paper of a certain 
minister of a widely advertised insti- 
tution in Los Angeles, whose name it is 
not here necessary to give. 

In speaking of the six buildings he 
expects to erect around this church of 
his he says that they will have a total 
cost of twenty-five million dollars, and 
then adds, “This is the most amazing 
project in all the history of humankind 
and Solomon’s temple in all of its mag- 
nificence was nothing to be compared 
to the magnificence of this new .. .” 
What terrible language for a Christian 
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minister to use! In this day of exagger- 
ated claims how much we need the ex- 
hortation of Paul to the Romans, “Fof I 
Say, through the grace given unto me, 
to every man that is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think; but to think soberly, 
according as God hath dealt to every 
man the measure of faith” (Rom. 12:3). 


The People’s Church of Toronto, Can., 
of which the widely known preacher, 
writer, and missionary statesman, Dr. Os- 
wald Smith, has been pastor for thirty 
years, recently concluded its twenty- 
sixth annual Missionary Convention 
with a pledge of $290,000 for missions. 
The Sunday school, numbering less than 
four hundred pupils, pledged $28,000; the 
choir, $10,000; the Christian Business 
Girls Club, $5,000, and the elders, $42,- 
000. The church supports 350 mission- 
aries. This represents a larger sum of 
money for foreign missions than is 
raised, for example, by any Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., some of which are ex- 
ceedingly wealthy. The editor of this 
department would appreciate receiving 
any information on a‘ church .in North 
America which gives more than $290,000 
a year to missions. 


A revival in Buddhism is béing ob- 
served in many Oriental countries. Ten 
years ago we were hearing reports from 
different sources that Buddhism was a 
dying religion due particularly to the 
destruction of their nonscientific beliefs 
under the pressure of our modern cul- 
ture. Apparently these predictions have 
not proved true. 

There has recently been -held, for ex- 
ample, the great Council of Buddhists 
in the Sacred Cave near the city of 
Rangoon. Buddhist Scriptures had been 
recited continually at this center for 
over twelve months, 

A new international university of 
Buddhism is now being planned, and a 
new edition of the fifty volumes of the 
Buddhist Scriptures is being prepared. 

An English journal informs us that 
“a Buddhist encyclopedia containing all 
that is known about Buddhism is to be 
printed, together with the history of this 
religion.” 


“The Yost Bible” was the subject of 
a remarkable address by Mr. David Foot 
Nash before an assembly of representa- 
tives of many Methodist young people’s 
groups in Thorne Memorial Church in 
Barnstaple of North Devon. A British 
paper reports him as saying: 

“The terrible thing is that for the last 
fifty years the rank and file of the Meth- 
Oodist and the other Free Churches have 
very largely been turning away from the 
Scriptures and have left them to the 
experts, with results plainly described 
so recently by the President of the Con- 
ference in his notable half-way presi- 
dential article in the Methodist Re- 


corder. The President had declared that 
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nowadays it was a cause of deep em- 
barrassment to many Methodists to be 
asked about their own personal experi- 
ence of Christ, and they had nothing 
to say. In Dr. Weatherhead’s words 
they ‘have the outward illumination of 
the Word of God but no inward light.’” 


Christian fellowship among believers, 
formerly pagans, is sometimes more 
vital and refreshing along the lines of 
fellowship prevalent in the New Testa- 
ment church than anything we generally 
find in our own too-rich and too-pros- 
perous country. 

The Rev. E. L. Langston recently visit- 
ing the work of the Church Missionary 
Society in Ruanda and Urundi, informs 
us that in this area (which most of us 
do not even know how to locate on the 
map), right there in Eastern Africa 
where the waters of the Nile and Congo 
flow, there are over two thousand five 
hundred churches, large and small, with 
one hundred and fifty thousand whole- 
hearted Christians. 

In writing of their fellowship meet- 
ings, he says: “As far as I know, we 
have nothing quite like these fellowship 
meetings in Great Britain. To me they 
have proved to be a wonderful inspira- 
tion and means of grace. Sometimes, at 
the fellowship meeting, there may be 
as many as forty or fifty people—at 
others only a dozen. They are ‘all of 
one mind and one heart,’ conscious of 
the presence of the Lord in their midst. 
They sing or read a portion of Scrip- 
ture or pray as the Holy Spirit guides 
them. To be a Christian in this pagan 
land is not an easy thing. They all 
have relations and neighbors who are 
ever ready to persecute them; the Devil 
seems to be especially active against 
these ‘out-and-out’ separated brethren.” 


The Scofield Reference Bible, accord- 
ing to a recent brochure issued on the 
occasion of the formal opening of the 
new Oxford University Press Building 
at Fair Lawn, N. J., “After Five Cen- 
turies,” was “the first important Oxford 
book to come out of the New York 
Branch.” It was published in 1909 and 
has become the best known reference 
Bible of modern times with probably 
a larger sale than any other Bible of 
its kind.* 


The Decalogue Society is formed by a 
group of Jewish Jawyers in the city of 
Chicago which, in addition to regular 
meetings, sponsors courses in Hebrew 
law for its members and publishes a 
very interesting periodical called The 
Decalogue Journal, I would assume that 
men who belong to this group would be 
faithful adherents to Jewish institutions, 
above the average in their ethical con- 
duct, and American citizens who would 
never tolerate principles of injustice or 
anarchy. It wouldn’t hurt some of the 
rest of us if we also had a few deca- 
logue groups. 
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William H. Richie—at Home With the Lord 


Former secretary of the Scripture Gift Mission and loyal friend of the Times 


OR some years past a familiar figure 

in THE SunpAay ScHoot Times offices 
has' been William H. Richie, executive 
secretary of the American Scripture 
Gift Mission, whose offices are on the 
same floor with the Times. Nearly three 
years ago he suffered a slight stroke, 
from which he recovered well; and in 
the summer of 1954 he retired, there- 
after spending most of his time in his 
home in Moorestown, N. J. Last May 
14 he had a coronary thrombosis and 
spent a month in the Burlington County 
Hospital, Mount Holly, N. J. Returning 
to his home, he was slowly becoming 
active again but had two or three set- 
backs and was told that he must have 
complete rest and quiet. To avoid climb- 
ing the stairs, he slept downstairs in his 
study. On Saturday morning, July 21, 
his wife came to greet him as usual, and 
found that he had entered into eternal 
rest with his Saviour, whom he loved 
and served so well. 

Mr. Richie was born in Moorestown, 
September 29, 1884. He was educated 
at the Westtown School, conducted by 
the Friends, at Westtown, Pa.; Drexel 
Institute, Philadelphia; and Cornell 
University, where he studied landscape 
architecture, was captain of the soccer 
team, and was graduated in 1909. On 
September 27, 1910, he married Alice 
Taylor, also a Friend as he was, who 
had lived on a farm beside the Delaware 
River. He served for a time as a secre- 
tary of the Y.M.C.A. in Burlington 
County, N. J.; later in the same position 
in DuPage County, Ill, during which 
time he lived at Wheaton (1919-1921). 
During the First World War he worked 
with the Pocket Testament League, and 
after that with Mr. George T. B. Davis 
in the Million Testaments Campaign 
for China. 

Mr. Richie came to the Scripture Gift 
Mission, which had been founded by 
Robert B. Haines, Jr., as extension secre- 
tary in 1926, and continued with that 
organization until his retirement two 
years ago. Robert B. Haines, 3d, is 
president today and the Rev. Robert D. 
McCarthy is executive secretary. 

Mr. Richie was a birthright member 
of the Society of Friends and remained 
with them until about ten years ago. 
Because of the Modernism among them, 
he resigned and joined the Bible Prot- 
estant Church, of which he was a 
member and steward when he died. 

Tue Sunpay ScuHoot Times has pub- 
lished numerous book reviews and occa- 
Sional articles by William H. Richie 
Since 1926, and he was a Club Secretary 
and enthusiastic friend of the Trmes. 
He was a personal friend of Dr. Charles 
G. Trumbull, Dr. Philip E. Howard, Sr., 
and the present Editor, who is particu- 





larly grateful to him: for helping him 
to find a home close to the Richie home- 
stead twenty years ago in the lovely 
town of Moorestown, which has meant 
so much to the Howard family. 

The “Paragraphed” Edition of the New 
Testament and of the Gospel of John, 
issued by the Scripture Gift Mission, 
were edited by Mr. Richie. These are 
very useful for personal work and Bible 
study, as they contain brief introduc- 
tions, subheadings, and (in the Gospel) 
underlined passages; and several pages 
on the way of salvation and how to 
live the Christian life, as well as de- 
cisidn forms, 

Mr. Richie had published a_ short 
autobiography, reviewing his conversion 
and other spiritual experiences, under 
the title “Milestones of the Spirit.” This 
may be had for 25 cents a copy, postpaid, 
from the American Scripture Gift Mis 
sion, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia 7, (The postal zone is different 
from that of the Times.) 

Mr. Richie is survived by his wife; 
his son, William H. Richie, Jr.; and three 
daughters: Mrs. Emil Mrakota, Mrs. 
John Crawford, and Mrs. John Foster; 
two brothers, Arthur and David, and a 
sister, Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor. 

All of William Richie’s friends remem- 
ber him as being energetic, enthusiastic, 
transparent and forthright in his man- 
ner and speech. He was a consistent, 
bold witness for Christ, not only in re- 
spect to the good news of salvation, but 
also in defense of “the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints.” The 
phrase, “one thing I do” (Phil. 3:13), 
can describe him as well as Paul, for he 
did “press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
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Jesus,” and his heart and mind were 
set on bringing men to Christ and build- 
ing them up in the faith, He was out- 
standing in his obedience to this com- 
mand of Paul’s to Timothy: “Preach 
the word; be instant in season, out of 
season, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2). 

The funeral service was held at the 
Bible Protestant Chufch, Moorestown, 
on Wednesday afternoon, July 25. It 
was conducted by the pastor, the Rev. 
J. N. McCoy; the Scripture was read by 
the Rev. Charles E. Richter, assistant 
pastor of the Bible Presbyterian Church, 
Collingswoed, N. J.; and James E. Ben- 
net, Esq., of New York City, gave a 
message; recalling Mr. Richie’s love for 
and knowledge of the Bible, his zeal for 
its distribution and in personal work; 
and urging all who were present to 
make sure that they were saved and to 
be witnesses for Christ. The burial took 
place in a beautiful little country ceme- 
tery, owned by the Friends, near the 
Easton Union Church, Easton, N. J. At 
the close Dr. Addison C. Raws, director 
of America’s Keswick, played on his 
cornet (so familiar to Victorious Life 
Conference delegates) the hymn, “Face 
to Face With Christ My Saviour.” 


Emphasizing Giving 
in Your School 


By Lelia T. Ammerman 


HRISTIAN stewardship is one of the 

most important parts of New Tes- 
tament teaching; yet how often we have 
neglected making it an important part of 
our Sunday school hour! We pass an en- 
velope or a basket, dropping in our coins 
and trying. to get that part of our serv- 
ice over with as quickly and as quietly 
as possible! Do we not fail to teach 
our children the values of Christian 
stewardship by exactly that method? 
Do we not keep our giving in the back- 
ground, and make as little of it as we 
can? 

If we are to have a sense of Christian 
values in later life, if we are to instill 
in the children we teach the impor- 
tance of Christian stewardship, we must 
begin to stress their giving, and begin 
while they are young. 

Every child enjoys a certain amount 
of ceremony, and we have found through 
experience in Daily Vacation Bible 
School, and in children’s departments 
in Sunday school, that a simple cere- 
mony for giving will impress upon them 
the importance of their gift, as no 
amount of talking on the part of the 
Sunday school superintendent will do. 

The Junior Department in a Sunday 
school in Los Angeles used this little 
Giving Litany with wonderful effect in 
attention, in increased giving, and in 
reverence. Three Juniors are needed to 


(Continued on page 644) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 9. AUGUST 26. STRENGTH THROUGH TRIAL 


Matthew 4:1-11,; James 1; printed text, James 1: 2-18 


Golden Text.—Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love him.—Jas. 1:12 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Jas. 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations; 

3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience. 

4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may 
be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 

5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall 
be given him. 

6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind 
and tossed. 

7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any 
thing of the Lord. 

8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 

9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is 
exalted: 

10 But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the 
flower of the grass he shall pass away. 


but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, 
and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the 
rich man fade ‘away in his ways. 

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when 
he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the 
Lord hath promised to them that love him. 

13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of 
God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth 
he any man: 

14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of 
his own lust, and enticed. 

15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: 
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 

16 Do not err, my beloved brethren. 

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is 
no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
Lesséns based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 






































11 For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


T IS quite evident that this Epistle 
I was written by one who bore the 
name of James, but several in the 
New Testament had that name, notably 
James, the son of Zebedee and brother 
of John; James, the-son of Alphaeus, 
sometimes called James the less, or 
James the little man; and James, the 
brother of our Lord. The writer of this 
Epistle presents himself simply as 
“James, a servant of God and of the 
Lord Jesus Christ,” which would fit 
any one of the three. While a ninth 
century manuscript attributes the Epis- 
tle to James, son of Zebedee, this claim 
has little or no support. We are shut 
up, therefore, to one of the other two. 
As a matter of fact, it has been con- 
tended that James the son of Alphaeus, 
who was one of the Twelve, and James 
_the brother of our Lord (brother used 
in the sense of cousin) were the same 
person. This would involve considerable 
difficulty, including a seeming contradic- 
tion of John’s statement, “neither did 
his brethren believe in him” (John 7:5). 
Apart from this problem, which we shall 
leave for the scholars, some support has 
been rallied for the belief that the Epis- 
tle was written by the lesser James of 
the apostolic band. The preponderance 
of evidence, however, seems to favor 
James the half brother of our Lord 
Jesus to whom He appeared after His 
resurrection, and who later is found oc- 
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cupying a place of leadership in the 
church at Jerusalem (Acts 15). 

This Epistle is considered the earliest of 
all our New Testament writings. It was 
probably written from Jerusalem, for we 
have no indieation of any wider ministry 
for this particular James. According to 
tradition he died in Jerusalem, being put 
to death by order of the Sanhedrin after 
the death of Festus and before the next 
Roman curator arrived. 

As the opening phrase indicates, it 
was written to the twelve tribes scat- 
tered abroad. This can hardly mean 
that he was writing for all Jews, for the 
Epistle contains no appeal to unbelieving 
Jews to accept Jesus as Messiah. The 
phrase must be interpreted as signifying 
believing Jews. It is interesting to note 
that while Christians, they are still Jews. 
Although Christ became a “stone of 
stumbling” and was a cause of division 
in Israel, it should still be emphasized, 
particularly in witnessing to Jews, that 
a Christian Jew is no less a Jew. In- 
deed, not until a Jew believes in the 
Lord Jesus Christ is he a true Jew, for 
only thus does he enter into the promise 
of the fathers. 


Verse by Verse 

Jas. 1:2.—“. . . count it all joy when 
ye fall into divers temptations.” The 
temptations here are not necessarily in- 
citements to evil, although that will be 
included. All situations which present 
opportunities for sin are in view. We 
need to be tried in many ways. Joy 





seems a strange reaction to such test- 
ings! 

Verse 3.—“. . . the trying of your faith 
worketh patience.” Here is the reason. 
These tests are to prove the reality of 
our faith, and in the meantime new 
graces are being gained in the crucible 
—particularly patience, ‘or staying power. 

Verse 4.—“. . . that ye may be perfect 
and entire, wanting nothing.” Patience is 


-needed in the maturing and rounding 


out of Christian character.. Where pa- 
tience is lacking, the other graces are 
not being formed. 


Verse 5.—“If any of you lack wisdom 

. ask of God, that giveth . . . and 
upbraideth not...” Wisdom is needed.in 
facing our temptations if we would ex- 
tract good from them. It is our priv- 
ilege to go to the source of all wisdom 
and obtain it. God does not rebuke the 
one who knows his need and seeks His 
face for its supply. 

Verse 6—“. . . ask in faith, nothing 
wavering ... like a wave of the sea...” 
This play upon words is not in the 
Greek. Wavering is doubting. The in- 
Stability of the sea-surge is the charac- 
ter of the doubter. 

Verse 7.—“For let not that man think 
that he shall receive .. .” While faith is 
encouraged to expect from God, unbe- 
lief has no right to answered prayer. It 
shuts up the storehouse of Heaven. 

Verse 8.—“A double minded man... 
unstable in all hig ways.” This belongs 
to verse 7, and is a further description 
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of the doubting soul—a Jekyll-and-Hyde 
sort of person, incapable of taking firm 
ground. 


Verse 9.—“Let the brother of low de- 
gree rejoice in that he is exalted.” The 
believing slave is God’s free man; the 
sinner is lifted from the dunghill and 
made one of God’s princes. Social rank 
does not count in the Kingdom of God. 


Verse 10.—“But the rich, in that he is 
made low...” Rank and wealth are 
very temporary possessions. The be- 
liever from the upper stratum must joy- 
fully take his place with the poorest and 
meanest of the brethren. 


Verse 11—“For the sun. . . withereth 
the grass .. . so also shall the rich man 
fade away in his ways.” The simile is 
developed in this verse. For “fashion” 
read “face.” Riches are a poor object 
of trust or glory. 


Verse 12.—“Blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation ... he shall re- 
ceive the crown of life ...” Back to 
the subject of temptation. It not only 
ministers to the believer’s present sanc- 
tification, but has promise of eternal re- 
ward. Life is a gift (Rom. 6:23), but 
the crown of life is a reward (Rev. 2:10). 


Verse 13:—“Let no man say ...I am 
tempted of God... .” Here temptation 
in the sense of incitement to evil is defi- 
nitely in view. A holy God, Himself 
free from such enticement, will not so 
entice others. 


Verse 14.—“But ... he is drawn away 
of his own lust, and enticed.” Tempta- 
tion is definitely attributed to something 
within ourselves. Contrast Luke 4:2. 
The part which Satan plays in our temp- 
tations is probably exaggerated. Our 
big tempter is within us—our own de- 
sire, drawing, and enticing. 


Verse 15.—“... lust... sin... Sim... 
death.” We only need to give our de- 
sire rein, and the fruitful offspring of 
sin will quickly appear. Sin, on its part, 
is the father of death. This leaves little 
room for boasting about our “natural 
goodness.” 


Verse 16—“Do not err...” This be- 
longs to verse 15. The thought is: let 
us not be deceived about the source of 
temptation, which is within ourselves, 


Verse 17.—“‘Every good gift ... from 
the Father... no... shadow of turn- 
ing.” On the other hand, all good comes 
from God. The gift may be a holy de- 
sire, a pure thought, or any other bless- 
ing, but it is always from the unchange- 
ably holy Father. Do not be deceived 
on this score any more than on the truth 
of verse 15. 


Verse 18.—*“. . . begat he us with the 
word of truth ... firstfruits of his crea- 
tures.” Sin begets death (v. 15), but 
God begets us to eternal life, to give 
us a place of priority among His crea- 
tures. His instrument in this divine op- 
eration is “the word of truth,” 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. August 19.—The Grounds of Chris- 
tian Assurance. 
Matthew 6:25-34; 1 John 2:28 to 5:21 
Next Wéek’s Lesson 
10. September 2.—The Royal Law of 
Love. Luke 6:27-31; 10:30-37; James 2 








The Heart of the Lesson 


Our first lesson in the Epistle of James 
puts the emphasis on the subject of 
temptation. The word is used in two 
senses. First, testings; second, entice- 
ment to evil. The former may involve 
the latter, but not necessarily so. At 
the same time, any situation which con- 
stitutes a test means the possibility of 
failure, and that, of course, means that 
every situation which constitutes a test 
carries in it an element of temptation 
in the sense of an inducement to sin. 
In reading this portion we should be 
careful to note when the more general 
sense is in view, and when allurement 
to evil is definitely the thought. In 
verses two and twelve the more gen- 
eral sense is implied, but in verses thir- 
teen and fourteen we have the morally 
evil connotation. 

How are we to react when situations 
involve temptation coming our way? 
James says, “count it all joy.” There 
must be some basis for such an atti- 
tude. The writer offers three reasons. 
First, these situations have a gracious 
purpose, that of proving our faith with 
a view to its being approved. In other 
words, while these situations may be 
occasions of temptation, they are also 
opportunities to show the reality of our 
faith. In this we can rejoice. But in 
the second place, these times of testing 
are intended to produce a much needed 
grace—patience, without which the work 
of maturing and building Christian char- 
acter cannot proceed successfully. There 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
OW many outstanding Jameses are 
there in the New Testament his- 

tory? 

2. Which James wrote the Letter 
which carries this name? 

3. Was this Epistle written for Jewish 
Christians or Gentile Christians? 

4. What is the main theme of our 
lesson portion? 

5. How are we to meet temptation? 

6. What is the purpose of temptation? 

7. What good does temptation work in 
us now? 

8. What is the ultimate good of temp- 
tation? 

9. What is the source of our tempta- 
tions? 

10. What two meanings are attached to 
the word “temptation” in the New Testa- 
ment? 


(Answers on page 643) 
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is, therefore, a sanctifying purpose in 
these situations. In the third place, 
these testings are opportunities to win 
the prize. The crown of life is the end 
of endurance. Temptation, then, is not 
an unmitigated evil; accepted and en- 
dured it becomes a triple blessing. 

On the other side of the picture we 
must remember that enticement to evil 
never comes from God. The fruitful 
source of our temptations in this sense 
is something within ourselves, our own 
desire. Let us remember that it is not 
in us by nature to desire anything good. 
Every good desire we have is implanted 
in our hearts by God, the source and 
author of all good—as the hymn writer 
has it concerning the work of the Holy 
Spirit— 

And every virtue we possess, 
And every victory won, 
And every thought of holiness, 
Are His and His alone. 
—Harriet Auber. 
The situations which are sent to test us 
play upon our own innate evil desire, 
and it is only as this is counteracted by 
God’s good gift of holy desire inwrought 
by the Holy Spirit that we can over- 
come. We may be sure that He who 
begat us “with the word of truth,” to 
give us a place of priority among His 
creatures, will provide that good gift 
which will enable us to be “more than 
conquerors” in the day of temptation. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The present value of temptation (Jas. 


1: 2-5) 

2. The ultimate reward of temptation (v. 
12) 

3. The real source of temptation (vs. 
13-17) 


Topics for Development 


Who Tempts Us? We so often hear , 
Christians say, “The Devil tempted me,” 
or, “The Devil got into me,” or some 
such phrase. Actually the Devil would 
have to be omnipotent, omnipresent, and 
omniscient to do everything attributed 
to him. Now it is true that he was the 
immediate agent in the temptation of 
our Lord (Matt. 4:1; Mark 1:13; Luke 
4:2). There was no evil nature in our 
Lord to initiate tempting activity. Temp- 
tation had to come from the outside for 
Him. It is not so with us. We have 
that in us which drinks up evil like 
water so that we need only the occa- 
sion and desire will go out to meet it, 
I shall not say that Satan plays no part 
in the tempting of God’s people, but I 
am sure his part is greatly exaggerated. 
He has an ally in our lust, and it is only 
when a Christian actively seeks triumph 
over his evil propensities through the 
counteracting work of the Holy Spirit 
of God that the Devil need worry about 
us at all. We would be more honest 


: to say quite frankly, “My own evil heart 
tempted me,” than to blame it all on 
the Devil. 
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Practical Applications 

Temptations are not calamities, but 
opportunities. 

“Ye have need of patience,” both with 
respect to your own perfecting and with 
respect to the perfecting of your fellow 
Christian. 

Asking and doubting is an insult to 
God and is an evidence of instability 
of character, 

Don’t put your confidence in what the 
sun can wither. 





Every evil desire is native to us. Every 
holy desire is the gift of God. 


Priority among God’s creatures calls 
for superiority of conduct. 


Golden Text 

James 1:12.—“Blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation ... tried ... the 
crown of life ... promised to them that 
love him.” We generally regard temp- 
tation as more of a curse. Here it is 


declared to be an instrument of blessing, 
giving opportunity for endurance and 
for winning the crown of life, that glory 
added to the gift which marks us as 
winners, 

Etmuurst, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTeD HyMNS 


“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” 
“Will Your Anchor Hold?” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
blessed Heavenly Father, we praise Thee 
that Thou art too wise to err and too 
loving to be unkind. Help us to remem- 
ber this when life’s troubles come, Keep 
us from doubting Thee, from murmur- 
ing, and from all bitterness when per- 
plexing trials are our lot. Bless this 
lesson to us and to all who study it. May 
it help us to face life’s troubles and 
temptations as Christians. So may we 
come through such experiences better 
and stronger people. Uphold and com- 
fort all tested ones today. Give us un- 
derstanding love and wise helpfulness 
toward the sufferers we meet along life’s 
road. Subdue the sins in men that make 
for so much suffering. Send out Thy 
messengers to all who still lack the heal- 
ing influence of Christ’s Gospel. For- 
give us our sins, purify our hearts, guide 
us in word and deed that our lives may 
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be lived to Thy praise, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—You will remember 
the story of the visitor to ancient Sparta 
who wished to see its strong protecting 
walls, He was shown the brave army 
of Sparta and told, “These are the walls 
of Sparta, and every man a brick.” So 
we sometimes compliment a fine, strong, 
and brave person by saying, “He’s a 
brick!” But a brick is not strong and 
usable till it has been through the fire. 
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It is soft and useless for building till 
it is baked into solidity and strength. 
People, too, may be soft and of little use 
till life’s testing fires have made them 
strong. 

James knew that Christians must be 
put through fiery testings for qualities 
of strength and endurance to be devel- 
oped. So, in this lesson, he says to count 
it all joy when we fall into “divers 
temptations”—all sorts of trial. Not that 
he expects us to rejoice in the trouble 
and pain so much as in the purpose of 
good behind the testing. James also 
points us to prayer as the way to have 
God’s help in trouble.’ When we are 
at “wit’s end corner,” we are to ask God 
for needed wisdom and He will give it 
to us (Jas. 1:5). 

Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged: 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In the same testing experience God 
and Satan may both be at work—God 
to develop good in us, Satan to bring 
out bad in us. But if we keep taking 
it to God in prayer, God’s purpose of 
good will be realized and Satan’s pur- 
pose of evil be defeated. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations” (Jas. 1:2).—A per- 
son is not a Christian very long before 
experiencing this “fall.” It is a fall into 
various trials! Generally speaking, our 
idea of joy is complete freedom from 
trials; hence the inspired words of James 
may come as a surprise to us. 

The trials themselves produce no joy; 
but the knowledge that the testing of 
our faith develops endurance in us, is 
reason enough to be joyful. 

Because many Christians are under the 
false impression that preachers do not 
experience trials as other people do, we 
relate the following incident: 

A preacher at Stillwater, Okla., dis- 
covered that vandals had damaged his 
barn, filled up his well, pushed over a 
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chimney, and damaged some farm ma- 
chinery. Then the barn burned! 


“ .4. ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing” (Jas. 1:4).—In addi- 
tion to proving the genuineness of our 
faith, the trials, if taken properly, pro- 
duce patience, or endurance, in us. En- 
durance has been defined as “that stay- 
ing power which enables a person to 
persevere steadfastly through the most 
adverse circumstances.” 

Consult Romans 5:3-5 and 1 Peter 
1:6-9, and observe how both Paul and 
Peter confirm the message of James. 

When patience has had her perfect 
work, and the believer has become per- 
fect and entire, he will be wanting in 
nothing. “We take it,” says Dr. R. E. 
Neighbour, “that he means that all of 
the other graces will have come in 
when patience shall have completed her 
work. The Laodiceans thought them- 
selves rich, but were poor ... and had 
need of many things. Smyrna was poor 
in this world’s goods, but had need of 
nothing in spirituals—she was rich. 
Whom the world reckons rich, God 
reckons poor. Those whom the world 
thinks have need of all things, in fact 
have need of nothing.” 

Mr. Spender tells us that during the 
first World War 2 party of journalists 
visited Verdun. They were met outside 
of the town by a French officer who 
made them an eloquent little speech of 
welcome in the Gallic manner. “Gen- 
tlemen,” he said, “the French Republic 
considers that the highest honor it can 
pay to its guests is to take thém into 
Verdun. But, gentlemen, I should add 
that the French Republic cannot guar- 
antee to take them out again.” 

How blessedly Job and countless souls 
since his time have found the case with 
the Lord! He takes us through our “Ver- 
duns,” our trials and testings. Faith re- 
poses upon His abiding faithfulness; He 
never fails nor forsakes His own. We 
face the future confident that He will 
carry out to completion whatever His 
wisdom has purposed for us. 


“If any of you lack wisdom .. .” (Jas. 
1:5).—If ever a believer needs wisdom 
it is while he is in the midst of the per- 
plexing problems produced by his fiery 
trials. Lacking it, we are to ask God 
for it, and if we ask in faith, without 
doubting, we are assured, “it shall Be 
given.” (Wisdom has been defined as 
“the ability to use knowledge aright.’’) 

It is a great privilege to be able to 
go to God and plainly say, “I do not 
understand all I know about what I am 
passing through, so I ask Thee for the 
wisdom to apply the truth in such a 
way as to discern Thy ways with me.” 


“When he is tried, he shall receive the 
crown of life” (Jas. 1:12).—The Lord is 
not imparting eternal life to all who 
patiently endure the trials of life—for 
eternal life is the free gift of God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom. 
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6:23; John 3:15, 16; 5:24; 6:47). He 
offers the crown of life—which is the 
martyr’s crown (Rev. 3:10). It is a 
special reward for the patient endurance 
of trials, because of love for Him. 

We have no doubt but that each of 
the five young men who were massacred 
in the jungles of Ecuador recently shall 
receive a crown of life at the judgment 
seat of Christ. Not all believers are 
sealing their testimony with their life’s 
blood; nevertheless all who patiently 
endure trials out of love to Christ shall 
receive the crown of life in that day. 


“Let no man say .. . I am tempted of 
God .. .” (Jas. 1:13).—Here James is 
using the word “tempted” in the sense 
of being tempted to evil. God tries our 
faith, but never tempts us to evil. Such 
temptation springs from a person’s own 
lustful desires. “When lust hath con- 
ceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, 
when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death.” 

At a certain mission station the ques- 
tion was asked, “Do we possess any- 
thing that we have not received of God?” 
A small girl immediately answered, 
“Yes, sir; sin.” 

Wawona, CALIF, 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ERE is a talk to be given to some- 
one for next Sunday. 


Tatk (No. 15 in series) 

The last verse of Psalm 15 is still answer- 
ing the question, “Lord, who shall abide 
in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy 
holy hill?” It says: “He that putteth not 
out his money to usury, nor taketh reward 
against the innocent. He that doeth these 
things shall never be moved.” The Bible 
tells of men who were paid by wicked 
Queen Jezebel to bear false witness against 
good Naboth, so that he would be killed 
and King Ahab could take over his farm. 
Certainly that was taking reward against 
the innocent, and it was punished severely 
by God. Psalm 15 ends with the statement 
that those who do what God approves and 
refuse what He speaks against, will not be 
moved by anyone from the right way. 

First thing this morning we'll have 
Connie’s story about “He that putteth 
not out his money to usury.” Now we'll 
all say Psalm 15 together. 

Our lesson today is on Christian 
growth through testing. I hope we are 
growing more like the pattern man de- 
scribed in Psalm 15. Overcoming temp- 
tation is both a sign of growth and also 
a means of growth. How can we over- 
come temptation? Let us read Matthew 
4:1-11 to learn how our Saviour over- 
came temptation. What did He do? (He 
quoted the Word of God to Satan.) 
Right. I believe that there is a Scrip- 
ture which will answer any temptation 
that may come.to us: Can you see why 
it is so important to memorize God’s 
Word? It has been said, “Either the 
Bible will keep you from sin, or sin 
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will keep you from the Bible.” What 
place is the Bible having in our lives 
today? 

Of course none of us will ever be 
tempted as severely as Jesus was. He 
was in a dreary wilderness when Satan 
came to Him. He must have been very 
weak from having no food those forty 
days. Satan’s first temptation for Him 
to make stones into bread must have 
been intense. The other two sugges- 
tions the Devil made were quite as 
tempting: (1) To prove publicly to the 
Jews that He was the Messiah, (2) To 
avoid the agony of the cross by accept- 
ing the kingship of this world from 
Satan. But our Saviour triumphantly 
overcame them all. 

Our next Scripture is James 1:2. It 
Says we are to count it “all joy” when 
we meet temptations! How can we pos- 
sibly do that? Trials are not pleasant. 
Then why are we told to rejoice in 
them? Because God sends them into 
our lives to speed up our spiritual 
growth. Those who overcome tempta- 
tions grow thereby. The next verse tells 
something in which we will surely grow. 
What is it? (Patience.) Most of us 
need more of that virtue. Read the 
next three verses and find something 
else in which we need to grow. (Wis- 
dom.) Right. Sometimes temptation 
comes to us in such a way that we 
hardly know what to do. This should 
drive us to our knees to ask God for 
wisdom. We are promised here that 
we will surely get it, if we ask Him 
in faith. 

Read verses 6-12. Here is still an- 
other reason for rejoicing in times of 
testing. Temptations overcome in this 
world fit us for a crown of life in the~ 
next! Verses 13-15 tell us that God never 
tempts anyone to sin. It is our own , 
fallen natures that draw us toward 
wrong things. But Ged allows us to 
have these temptations so that in over- 
coming them we may grow spiritually. 

Verses 16-18 entreat us not to do 
wrong and remind us how good God is 
to us. Let us read and study and mem- 
orize God’s Word to feed our new 
natures so that they may grow stronger 
every day. We must also pray that the 
Holy Spirit will teach us to understand 
and apply what we thus learn. 

Harriet was a majorette when she was. 
saved. She began to fear that this ac- 
tivity was not pleasing to the Lord, but 
she knew that if she refused to lead the 
high school band, she would lose some 
of her popularity. However, she truly 
wanted to please the Lord. She prayed 
about it, asking God for wisdom. She 
faithfully studied her Bible. One day 
she read 1 Timothy 2:9 and noticed that 
God wants Christian women tod be 
dressed in “modest apparel.” She felt 
that her majorette costume was not 
modest, so she told the band leader that 
she could not go on with it. Some of 
the students made fun of her, but she 
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grew in the Lord. Before she was gradu- 
ated, she had won several others to 
Christ. She still has a happy Christian 
testimony. Instead of yielding to temp- 
tation she overcame it, and so grew in 
grace. Will you do the same? 
FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, you could hardly do a 
more practical or wiser thing than 


to memorize this Letter written by. 


James under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit to new Christians, both Jews and 
Gentiles. Yes, memorize it. You can 
do it. The five chapters average less 
than twenty-two verses, and they are 
packed tight with the very help you 
need to live like a Christian. The Let- 
ter is called “The Tenfold Test of True 
Religion,” which tests are as follows: 
Test by Trial; Test by Temptation; Test 
by the Word; Test by Respect of Per- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


STRENGTH THROUGH TRIAL 
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sons; Test by Obedience; Test by Good 
Works; Test by Speech; Test by the 
World; Test by the Coming of the Lord; 
Test of Prayer. Here is a perfect chart 
for a radiant and triumphant Christian 
life. 

Our lesson text is in the first chapter, 
verses 2 to 18. In this passage “temp- 
tation” and “trial” are mentioned nine 
times, as testings of faith. Not only 
in the time of youth, but all through 
life, in trying to be a true Christian 
your hardest battles are with tempta- 
tions. They come in many ways, from 
many directions, in many forms. They 
approach from outside through the eyes, 
the ears, the nose, the sense of taste, 
and the sense of touch. They are subtle 
and persistent. The means you employ to 
meet them will determine whether you 
are a victorious Christian or a defeated 
one. 

Let me stop right here and place a 
keen blade in your hand with which 
to fight. It is the “sword of the Spirit.” 
That is God’s Word. It “is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword, piercing even to the divid- 
ing asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a dis- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart” (Heb. 4:12). 

Now for that blade, let me select for 
you the Twenty-third Psalm. I have 
just recently discovered for myself how 
it cam be used for a wonderful, de- 
fensive weapon, even if you get no fur- 
ther than the first verse: “The Lord is 
my shepherd; I shall not want.” Think 
of what the shepherd is to the sheep. 
He leads them to the rich, green grass. 
That’s food—the very best kind for sheep. 
He leads them to cool, fresh water; that’s 
refreshment for a thirsty sheep. He pro- 
tects the sheep from its enemies—bears, 
wolves, lions, reptiles. Sheep are de- 
fenseless by themselves—they must be 
protected to survive. He also shelters 
them, 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want.” Every good and desirable thing 
I have is supplied by Him—my food, 
my drink, my clothes, my home, my 
friends, my education, and whatever tal- 
ent or capacity I may have. 

And now here comes the best part of 
it: He is my protector, my “shield and 
buckler” against my enemies—my temp- 
tations. I may have all those things he 
gives me and still be a miserable failure 
if my temptations overpower me—the 
temptations that sneak upon me through 
eyes, ears, nose, taste, and touch. Not 
one of them comes so suddenly that we 
do not have time to think and decide 
whether or not we will yield. No one 
ever sins unknowingly.. The temptation 
may come suddenly and without warn- 
ing, but in that instant you can say, 
“The Lord is my shepherd,” and cry out 
for the protection which He is instantly 
ready and wanting to provide. “The 
name of the Lord is a strong tower: the 








righteous runneth into it, and is safe” 
(Prov. 18:10). 


But even more subtle and difficult to 
overcome are the enemies that attack 
from within. You may not see, hear, 
smell, taste, or touch anything, yet be 
sorely attacked from within. One’s im- 
aginations can be very vile. “The heart 
is deceitful above all things, and des- 
perately wicked” (Jer. 17:9). It has 


.the tempting advantage of being under 


cover—out of sight. It acts in the dark. 
But at its first evil suggestion you can 
sing out: “The Lord is my shepherd! 
Help, Lord!” “For though we walk in 
the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 
(for the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds;) casting 
down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:3-5). 

Now read the other five verses of the 
Twenty-third Psalm and see how they 
merely furnish the happy details which 
flow from the first verse: “The Lord 
is my shepherd; I shall not want.” 

Earthly cares can never vex me, 
Neither trials lay me low; 
For when Satan comes to tempt me, 


To the secret place I go. 
—Ellen Goreh, 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Crowned Heads in Heaven.—The crown 

of life (Jas. 1:12, Golden Text). How 
many crowned heads there will be in 
Heaven! There will be crowns of life 
for those who loved the Lord on earth 
in the midst of trials and testings and 
were faithful unto death. Then there 
will be crowns of righteousness for those 
who love His appearing and who were 
persecuted, yet fought a good fight and 
finished their course. There are, too, 
crowns of glory for those who worked 
under the Chief Shepherd in feeding His 
flock, people like Sunday schoo] teachers 
and ministers. It is wonderful to think 
of the poor, and hard-worked, and over- 
looked, and unappreciated here who will 
reign with Christ in Glory.—Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


Satan Can’t Endure Calvary.—When 


ye fall into divers temptations (Jas, 1:2). 


A visitor, sitting by the bedside of one 
who had suffered for many years, asked 
her, “Does Satan ever tempt you to 
doubt the love of your Lord?” “Oh, 
yes,” she replied, “he tries, but I take 
him to Calvary and, pointing to those 
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deep wounds, I say, ‘He loves me’—and 
he can’t stand to be reminded of Cal- 
vary, and he goes away every time.”— 
From the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent 
by Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, 
Eng. 


The Value of the Hedge.—Reckon it 
nothing but joy ... whenever you find 
yourselves hedged in by the various 
trials. Be assured that the testing of 
your faith leads to power of endurance 
(Jas. 1:2, 3, Weymouth). God hedges in 
His own that He may preserve them, 
but oftentimes they see only the wrong 
side of the hedge, and so misunderstand 
His dealings. It was so with Job (Job 
3:23). Ah, but Satan knew the value 
of that hedge! See his testimony in 
chapter 1:10. Through the leaves of 
every trial there are chinks of light to 
shine through. Thorns do not prick you 
unless you lean against them, and not 
one touches without His knowledge. The 
words that hurt you, the letter which 
gave you pain, the cruel wound of your 
dearest friend, shortness of money—all 
are known to Him, who sympathizes as 
none else can and watches to see, if, 
through all, you will dare to trust Him 
wholly. 

The hawthorn hedge that keeps us from 

intruding, 
Looks very fierce and bare 
When stripped by winter, every — 


protruding 
Its thorns that would wound and tear. 


But springtime comes; and like the rod 
that budded, 
Each twig breaks out in green; 
And cushions soft of tender leaves are 
studded, 
Where spines alone were seen. 


The sorrows, that to us seem so per- 
plexing, 
Are mercies kindly sent 
To guard our wayward souls from sadder 
vexing, 
And greater ills prevent. 


Then let us sing, our guarded way thus 


wending 

Life’s hidden snares among, 

Of mercy and of judgment sweetly 
blendwhg; 


Earth's sad, but lovely song. 
—From “Streams in the Desert.” Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


The Discipline in the Steep.—But let 
patience have her perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting noth- 
ing (Jas. 1:4). 


For every hill I've had to climb, 

For every stone that bruised my feet, 
For all the blood and sweat and grime, 
For blinding storms and burning heat 
My heart sings but a grateful song— 

These were the things that made me 

strong! 


For all the heartaches and the tears, 
For all the anguish and the pain, 
For gloomy days and fruitless years, 
And for the hopes that lived in vain, 
I do give thanks, for now I know 
These were the things that helped me 
grow! 
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"Tis not the softer things of life 
Which stimulate man’s will to strive; 
But bleak adversity and strife 
Do most to keep man’s will alive. 


O’er rose-strewn paths the weaklings 
creep, 

But brave hearts dare to climb the 
steep. 


—From Occidental United Presbyterian 
church bulletin. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. 


Familiarity Breeds Carelessness.— 
Every man is tempted, when he is . 
enticed (Jas. 1:14). A man watched an 
Indian preparing a trap to catch a wild 
animal, and was surprised to learn that 
the Indian never springs the trap the 
first time the animal appears. Instead, 
he lets it come repeatedly to feed where 
the trap is, and then, when it has be- 
come bold and thoroughly familiar with 
the surroundings, the .Indian sets the 
trap so it will catch the animal, and he 
gets it. That is the way temptation 
works. It does not drive one shaft into 
the heart of its victim at first, but de- 
ceives it and lures it on, and then the 
fatal blow is delivered. Temptation is 
a sleepless, unwearying enemy, watch- 
ing and waiting to find us off guard.— 
From Clarence E. Macartney, in the Ex- 
positor. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


The Fruit We Bear.—Of his own will 
begat he us with the word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of firstfruits of his 
creatures (Jas. 1:18). 


When once we truly know 

That Christ not only saves from sin, 
But that we live and grow in Him, 
As branches in the Vine, 

Then faith and love begin 

To blossom into fruitful deeds; 

But all the glory goes to Him 

From whom our strength proceeds. 


He sends the dew and rain. 

And with the warmth of sunny skies 
The fruit we bear is not in vain, 
But pleasing in His eyes. 

He cleanses our desires, 

Removes each dead and barren shoot, 
And by His promise He inspires 
Much more and better fruit. 


—From W. M. Czamanske, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


Haydn’s Humility—Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above 


(Jas. 1:17). In 1808 a grand perform- 
ance of the “Creation”. took place at 
Vienna. Haydn was there, but he was 


so old and feeble that he had to be 
wheeled into the theater in a chair. His 
presence aroused intense enthusiasm 
among the audience, which could no 
longer he suppressed as the chorus and 
orchestra burst in full power upon the 
passages, “And there was light.” Amid 
the tumult of the enraptured audience 
the old composer was seen striving to 
raise himself. Once on his feet, he mus- 
tered up all his strength in reply to the 
applause of the audience and cried out 
as loud as he was able, “No, no! Not 
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from me, but,” pointing to Heaven, 
“from thence, from Heaven above, comes 
all.” Saying which he fell back in his 
chair, faint and exhausted, and had to 
be carried out of the room. Every good 
and perfect gift is from above, and those 
who receive it know it.—From Bible 
Illustrations. Sent by Nena T. Dicker- 
son, Chillicothe, Ill, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Standing for the Right 
(Matt. 4:1-4; Jas. 1:1-3, 12) 
HAT is your worst trouble? (Lect 
each member of the class express 
himself. This will make it possible for 
the teacher during the class period to 
be more specifically helpful to various 
types of problems.) Is it a sign that God 
does not love you? We learned last 
week about His care for His children, 
giving them food and clothes if they do 
what He wants. Why doesn’t He make 
arithmetic easy, and cure the polio so 
you don’t need a brace? 

Strange! Joan’s and Tom’s letters tell 
about being happy because of troubles. 
It looks as if there might be some things 
we don’t know about troubles and why 
they come! As Joan reads her letter, 
listen for one reason for being glad. 

Dear Joan: When you meet with 
troubles of different kinds, be very glad. 
You know that the testing of your faith 
makes strength to stand them. (Jas. 
1:2, 3). 

JAMES 
Slave of God and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

You grow stronger! And it proves 
you have real faith in God if you trust 
Him and love Him in spite of everything. . 
Have you watched a baby learning to 
walk? He falls down, and what a howl 
becauSe he got a bump! That is big 
trouble to him. Give up? Soon he is 
at it again, and growing stronger, a bet- 
ter walker. How easy walking is for 
you now! The same thing works in 
arithmetic. Only sometimes when you 
get a “bump” because none of your ex- 
amples in fractions came out right, you 
set up a howl about arithmetic and the 
teacher, and quit trying! Remember 
one of the rungs on Peter’s ladder for 
a Christian? Patience—strength to stand 
trouble. (Tell the story of handicapped 
Larry, “He Never Asked That a Thing 
Be Easy,” Reader’s Digest, June, 1956.) 
Robert, can you remember what Peter 
told you about being happy if you had 
trouble because of being a Christian? 
(1 Pet. 4:14-16.) ‘Tom’s letter gives an- 
other reason for being glad. 

Dear Tom: Happy is the man who has 
strength to stand trouble. After the 
testing is over, he will receive the crown 
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MACEDONIA 
STILL CALLING! 


If the Apostle Paul were here today, 
how he would rejoice to know that 
there is a Macedonian Bible Insti- 
tute in that land which so urgently 
besought his help in Biblical days. 
This semester, in addition to the 80 
students from the town of Katerini 
(where the Institute is located), 
we have 22 from outlying areas. 
Among them is a fine young couple 
from Neos Mylotopos, Mr. and Mrs. 
Kalalides, who are anxious to give 
themselves to the Lord’s work; also 
two young men who have the faith, 
zeal and general education neces- 
sary for training, but lack their 
support. They are Basil Zettas and 
John Karayiannides. 


We have prayed that the Lord will 
send forth laborers and He has 
answered by sending us Spirit-filled 
young men and women ready to be 
thrust forth, but unfortunately we 
cannot train them without your 
help. How our hearts grieve as we 
see so much need and hunger for 
the Word of God in Greece and 
such a dearth of workers! Now we 
pray that as God has put it into 
their hearts to serve Him, so He 
will put it into your hearts to sup- 
port them. 


In addition to the young people, 
it is most touching and encourag- 
ing to have among our regular 
students dear Brother Terzis, who 
at 54 years of age has left all to 
follow Christ. Seven times he has 
been ‘arraigned in criminal courts 
because of his boldness in witness- 
ing. It would bea great service for 
the Lord if someone in America 
would help him to realize his holy 
desire of working as an evangelist 
in the field of Thrace. 


For less than a dollar a day you can 
help to turn this country upside 
down by sending forth the Greeks 
among the Greeks to bring them to 
Christ. Think of it — only $25 a 
month is all it takes to put a student 
through Bible school. Any part of 
that sum, sent regularly, will be a 
real blessing. You will receive your 
student’s testimony and picture and 
have the joy of corresponding with 
the one you help support. Send 
your gift to the American Mission 
to Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros Zodhi- 
ates, General Secretary, Dept. S, 
P.O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. 
(If you live in Canada, write to 90 
Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) 
(Adv.) 
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of life, which the Lord promised to 
those who love Him (Jas. 1:12). 
JAMES 
Slave of God and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Arnold’s letter tells of someone who 
can help us in our troubles. Who is 
that high priest who is not named? 

Dear Arnold:- We do not have a high 
priest who cannot feel sorry for our 
hard times, but one who has had all 
kinds of troubles, as we do, yet without 
sin. Because He has suffered when He 
had trouble, He is able to help those 
who are having trouble (Heb. 4:15; 2:18). 

What troubles did the Lord Jesus 
have? Remember the time He had no 
food for forty days and was terribly 
hungry? The Devil was right there to 
tempt Him to do what? But the Lord 
followed the Bible and would not listen 
to Satan’s easy ways. Did the Lord 
Jesus have people who did not under- 
stand Him, who were mean to him, who 
hated Him? Think of what even His 
friend Peter did—lied and swore and 
wouldn’t stand up for Him! But the 
Lord did not “get mad” or go around 
with a growl and a grudge or try to 
get even. Did He suffer pain in His 
body with no way to get rid of it? Did 
He have strength to stand all His test- 
ing and trouble? Did He get a crown 
of life after His sufferings? 

Your troubles are little compared to 
His! Ask His help and grow strong over 
those that can be cured, and strong in 
patience to make the best of those that 
cannot be cured. “Trust in the Lord, 
and do good” (Psa. 37:3, Memory Verse). 
That was part of a song the Lord knew. 
If you take music lessons, you might 
like to ‘make a tune for it. 


Orono, MAINE. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder : 


ARRY was tempted to do something 

that was very wrong. He knew it 
was wrong, and, because he was a Chris- 
tian and knew it, he really did not want 
to do it. Yet the temptation continued, 
and came while Harry was at camp. It 
seemed strange that it should happen 
there—at a Christian camp. The coun- 
selors were Christians. Most of the 
campers were Christians before they 
came or were saved soon after they 
came. And, amazingly enough, Harry 
had been at camp not for only one or 
two weeks; he had been there all sum- 
mer. How could it be, he wondered, 
that temptation should be so strong at 
a place like this—and when I’ve been 
here so long? 

As is always the case, boys Harry’s 
age (who was about your age) cannot 
hide their feelings from’ grownups. And 
soon Harry’s counselor knew that some- 
thing was troubling him. He spent much 
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time with the boy, but learned nothing. 

Then one day the camp director (the 
boys called him Big Chief) called Harry 
into his tepee: “Say, Harry, what’s hap- 
pened? . You’re not the same happy 
Harry that we are used to around here. 
Anything wrong?” 

For a while Harry did not say a word. 
Big Chief busied himself around his 
tent. Inside the boy a lot of things 
were happening. All of a sudden he felt 
all grown up. That minute he knew 
that he could tell Big Chief all about 
the terrible temptation that he had been 
having. He knew that this man—one 
of his best friends—would, somehow or 
other, understand. So out came the 
whole story. It was rather mixed up, 
for Harry was confused and unhappy 
and frightened. But Big Chief, who 
knew lots more about little boys than 
the boys themselves knew, listened care- 
fully and sympathetically. Sometimes he 
asked questions so he could understand 
all about Harry’s temptation. 

“I honestly don’t want to do it,” Harry 
concluded. “But please tell me, Big 
Chief, what makes me have this temp- 
tation all of the time? Am I really a 
Christian? I’m so miserable!” And the 
big little boy started to cry! 

When Big Chief started for his Bible, 
Harry wasn’t surprised. That’s what he 
always did when any of “his boys” had 
trouble of any kind. “So you think it’s 
strange that because you are a Chris- 
tian, because you have spent the sum- 
mer with other Christians at a Christian 
camp where you have been studying 
the Bible, you should have this awful 
temptation? First of all, let me set you 
straight. Quit thinking that perhaps 
you are not a Christian simply because 
you are having temptation. -All Chris- 
tians are tempted, Harry. Some are 
tempted in one way; some in another. 
Why, even the dear Lord Jesus Christ 
was tempted. You remember that, of 
course. Let’s see when it was that His 
temptation came.” 

Big Chief opened his Bible to the third 
and fourth chapters of Matthew. “Just 
after the Lord Jesus had been baptized, 
the heavens were opened. A voice from 
Heaven exclaimed, ‘This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.’ It 
was God who was saying that, Harry. 
The Spirit of God, in the form of a dove, 
had just come out of Heaven and de- 
scended upon the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Remember now, He had heard God’s 
voice. He had seen the dove come 
down, He knew that God was pleased 
with Him. Then God’s Spirit led Him 
out into the wilderness. Do you know 
why? It says right here in God’s Word 
that God’s Spirit led Him there to be 
tempted of the Devil. Imagine that! 
God’s dear Son, in whom God was well 
pleased, was sent by God’s Spirit to a 
place where the Devil could tempt Him. 

“But a strange thing happened. The 
temptation did not come at once. For 
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forty days and forty nights the Lord 
Jesus did not eat one thing. And, as 
you can imagine, He became very hun- 
gry. But during that long time, He was 
talking with God and thinking about 
God. Then, all of a sudden, the Devil 
appeared. And the first thing he said 
was, ‘If thou be the Son of God.’ Right 
away he wanted the Lord Jesus to 
doubt that He was God’s Son. ‘If thou 
be.” Then he added, ‘Command that 
these stones be made bread.’ When a 
man was as hungry as the Lord Jesus 
must have been by then, it would have 
perhaps seemed quite all right for Him 
(who would later multiply a few loaves 
and fishes and cause them to feed thou- 
sands) to perform such a miracle. He 
could have done it. There is no ques- 
tion about that! But He did not do it. 
Why? Because He knew it to be a 
temptation of the Devil. No, Harry, it 
is not unusual to be tempted. But, if 
you will spend time with God and with 
His Word, He will keep you from yield- 
ing to the temptation. He really will.” 
Together, then, the two prayed. Later 
Harry returned to his wigwam and read 
his Bible for what seemed a long time. 
And God kept him from that awful sin. 
And He will do that for you, too, if 
you do what Harry did. 
LANCASTER, PA, 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 637) 

1. Three—the son of Zebedee, the son 
of Alphaeus, and the brother of our 
Lord. 

2. It is generally believed that James 
the brother of our Lord wrote it, 

3. For Jewish Christians (Jas. 1:1). 
Temptation. 

With joy (1:2). 

To prove our faith (1:3). 

It makes for patience, much needed 
for our perfecting (1:4). 

8. Endured, it wins the crown of life 
(1:12). 

9. Our own natural] desire (1:14). 

10. Testing, and enticement to evil. 

ELmMuurstT, ILL, 
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Children at Home 
Ku-Mee's Dream 


Founded on fect 
By Amelia O. Stott 


T WAS a very strange dream. The 

Kaffir woman who lived in that part 
of South Africa called Swaziland was 
terrified when her beloved little daugh- 
ter, Ku-mee, came to her, saying, “Ma, 
I am called; I am called to cross the 
big river, so I must go.” What could 
jt mean? The woman, Notome, was 
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puzzled and afraid, but she said noth- 
ing to anyone. She had all the work 
to do on their small farm, for-her hus- 
band spent all his time gambling and 
drinking, and had no care for his fam- 
ily, and his only son, Kupilla, who was 
fourteen, was growing up to be like-him. 

One night the village chief's favorite 
wife took very sick, and the witch doc- 
tor, who had a grudge against Notome’s 
husband and his family, named them 
as the cause. “Unless you get rid of 
that family,” he told the chief, “the evil 
spirit will not depart.” So the village 
people were told to burn down their 
hut. Notome’s husband managed to es- 
cape into the jungle with his son, leav- 
ing the others to their fate. Through 
a neighbor’s help, Notome and her little 
girl were able to get away under cover 
of darkness. As they trudged along the 
rough country path, Notome remem- 
bered that her husband had an elder 
brother in a distant village, and she 
decided to try to find him. 

It was a long and toilsome journey, 
but at last they came to his kraal where, 
because Notome soon showed herself a 
good worker, she and her child were 
given shelter. The bwana (master), as 
he was called, was a cruel man, and 
Notome had to slave all day long to 
earn their keep. 

The household consisted of several 
women and children, all of whom were 
very willing to make the “poor rela- 
tion” work hard for her living. 

Time, passed, and a famine came to 
that district. For months no rain had 
fallen, and the crops were parched, so 
the bwana said to Notome, “You must 
take your mats and go to the white peo- 
ple’s place over the river which can 
be crossed now, where the mud has 
dried hard.” 

Notome had never been to the towns 
across the river, and she shrank from 
going among these strange people, but 
she had to go at once, taking Ku-mee, 
who was delighted at any change from 
the dark hut. 

“Oh, Ma,” she cried joyfully, “I've al- 
ways longed and longed to cross the 
river, and now we are going!” Her words 
sounded like a strange echo in her 
mother’s ears, and brought back all the 
fear she had had for her child. 

When at last they reached the white 
people’s houses, she was astonished at 
their kind reception. She had gone in 
fear and trembling, but this was all so 
different from what she had expected. 

The Mission ladies at the girls’ school 
were very kind, and gave them a good 
meal, talking to them about their Lord 
Jesus, and telling them wonderful 
stories about Him. How earnest they 
were! And one, especially, took a fancy 
to Ku-mee. “Wouldn’t you like to come 
and read books here with the other 
little girls? I’m sure you would be very 
happy, and then we could tell you all 
about our dear Lord Jesus who loves 
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McGUFFEY'S READERS 
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original McGUFFEY’S READERS has finally been 
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from the plates used in the 1879 edition . 
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Doors are Open 
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P in the field. Hold up their hands —swell their 
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Write for FREE news letter today 
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all children, as well as everyone else. 


Ku-mee looked at her mother, but 
Notome rose to leave, thanking the 
ladies for all their kindness. 


The next morning Ku-mee wakened 


her mother, saying, “Ma, I am called; 


I am called to cross the river and go to 
the white people’s school to learn.” 
Her mother’s heart sank at these 
words, but Africans often feel that 
dreams come to announce something 
they cannot prevent, so she said, “I shall 
have to speak to Bwana, my child.” 


To her surprise the uncle agreed; food 
was so scarce he was glad to have one 
less mouth to fill, and he thought that 
a girl with some book knowledge might 
be a more profitable marriage bargain! 
Although Ku-mee was only twelve, he 
was determined to dispose of her as 





CHRISTIAN TEACHERS WANTED 
Commercial subjects or Spanish. 
Christian boarding school—live in. 
Brown School for Girls --.- Glendora, Calif. 


HARKNESS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN- 
PLAYING For those who can 
already play. EIGHTY Music. 
ally-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects —in- 
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soon as he could. Her father and brother 
had not been heard of since the night 
they had fled, so as the next of kin, he 
could do whatever he liked with the 
child. Sometimes Notome wondered if 
ever she would see or hear of them, 
and her heart yearned over her son. 

Ku-mee was very happy at the school. 
She learned easily, and did remarkably 
well, but best of all she soon came to 
know Christ as her Saviour. 

When she returned home at the end 
of the term, she told her mother what 
she had learned, and said she wanted 
to be baptized. One of the women heard 
Ku-mee talking to her mother, and told 
the bwana. He was very angry, and 
refused to let Ku-mee return to the 
school. Already he had arranged her 
betrothal to a very bad old man, one 
of the worst in the whole district for 
beating and abusing his wives. Ku-mee, 
however, was a most determined child, 
and she refused to give up her Chris- 
tian faith, even though cruelly beaten 
by her enraged uncle. When she tried 
to run away her hands and feet were 
bound and she was put in the charge 
of one of the women who hated Notome 
an er little girl. 

-mee was now a closely guarded 
prisoner, and her mother was never 
allowed to see or speak to her alone. 

Despite cruel punishments and semi- 
starvation Ku-mee would not deny her 
Saviour, and only the fact of her be- 
trothal saved her from death, for the 
bwana was determined to break her 
will, at whatever cost. 

Poor Notome was very miserable, for 
the wretched home to which Ku-mee 
would soon be sent was across the river, 
and then, according to her dream, she 
would never see her child again. 

Then it was that Notome, in her trou- 
ble, sought and found her Saviour, and 
learned to pray. This gave her a new 
faith and hope. 

One morning, sitting at her work, she 
looked up as a young man entered the 
kraal. In a moment she cried out, 
“Kupilla, my son!” and was folded in 
his arms. 

Later he told the story of how his 
father had been killed by a truck, and 
he would have starved but for the kind- 
ness of an African pastor who helped 
him as if he were his own son. He had 
been sent to a mission school where he 
had done well, and was now a teacher, 
However, he longed to know if his 
mother and his little sister were yet 
alive, and after a long and wearisome 
search, had found them. 

He, as the head of the family, had in- 
deed been sent just in time to prevent 
the dreaded marriage, so next day he 
took his mother and sister away across 
the river. They were all full of grati- 
tude and rejoicing in God their Saviour. 

Notome’s dream has long since faded 
away, for her son and daughter are near 
her, and all are seeking to serve the 
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Lord who has so wonderfully cared for 
each of them, and:brought them to know 
and to love Him. 

WorTHING, Sussex, ENG. 


Emphasizing Giving 
(Continued from page 635) 


participate. One stands facing the school, 
while the other two pass collection 
plates. When they return with the filled 
plates, the child who is facing the school 
asks three simple questions, and the two 
who took up the collection lead the con- 
gregation in Scriptural replies. The 
Giving Litany reads like this: 
Question: “What shall we give?” 
Response: “The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts” 

(Hag. 2:8). 

Question: “How shall we give?” 
Response: “Freely ye have received, 

freely give’ (Matt. 10:8). 

Question: “‘To whom shall we give?” 

Response: “Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 

25:40). 

Since we have found that it helps to 
have a change in ceremony now and 
then, we have worked out another Giv- 
ing Litany, which we feel is just as 
meaningful: 


Question: “Why should we give?” 
Response: “‘Give unto the Lord the glory 
due unto his name: bring an offering, and 

come into his courts” (Psa. 96:8). 

Question: “How should we give?” 
Response: “Not grudgingly, or of ne- 
cessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver” 

(2 Cor. 9:7). 

Question: “To whom should we give?” 
Response: “Give unto the Lord, ye kin- 

dreds of the people” (1 Chron. 16:28). 

These small ceremonies may be used 
in children’s departments in large 
schools, or they may be used in the 
assembly period in small schools. The 
offering may be taken by classes, if it 
is desired to keep the totals separate, 
but it may then be carried to the front 
by selected children, and dedicated with 
one of these simple litanies. Children 
will learn them by heart after they are 
repeated three or four times. Until 
memorized, they may be read from small 
slips of paper. 

If you will try adding a bit of cere- 
mony to your Sunday school giving, you 
will be surprised at the way the feeling 
of reverence and stewardship will in- 
crease in your school, and how the of- 
ferings will build up in proportion to 
the value that you place on giving. 

TAYLORSVILLE, Ky. 


we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; ‘and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for August 26 


How Are Jews Saved? 


(Continued from second page) 


Gentiles and Jews are united spiritually, 
but in no other way. “But now in Christ 
Jesus ye who sometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
For he is our peace, who hath made both 
one, and hath broken down the middle 
wall of partition between us; having 
abolished in his flesh the enmity, even 
the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances; for to make in himself of 
twain one new man, so making peace” 
(Eph, 2:13-15). 
vw 


Life's Sure Anchor 
(Continued from page 631) 


seek to do it, seems to provoke the worst 
in‘ other people. Sometimes it is not 
so much what is done, as what is said, 
that hurts and wounds us. Attacks on 
one’s life are easier to bear, and easier to 
repel, than attacks on one’s character. A 
sword is more,easily carried thana slander 
is overtaken. There are those who are 
bowed down because of the unceasing 
opposition that they have to face in their 
Christian life. 

It may be that some are bowed down 
in soul because of their seeming failures. 
All their service, all their honestly 
directed efforts have, somehow, seemed 
to misearry. They have honestly sought 
to do the Lord’s will, but their best 
efforts seem to have failed. They have 
endeavored to bear the burdens of 
others, but have only succeeded in in- 
creasing their own. Their self-sacrifice 
has been unappreciated, and such recog- 
nition as they have received as a result 
of their toil has been of the unsym- 
pathetic sort. In an agony of soul they 
ask themselves whether it is really 
worth while to go on increasing the 
burdens of their own life when there 
Seems tobe so little to show for it. 

There are those, again, who are bowed 
down because the future appears so 
uncertain. It is the fourth watch of the 
night and Christ does not seem to come 
to their assistance. The boat is filling 
fast, and likely to sink at any moment, 
and yet He does not come walking 
across the waves as once He did. Oh, 
the difficulty of waiting! Oh, the dis- 
cipline of delay! Patience is stretched 
almost to the breaking point. Is it to 
be wondered at that some can only say 
this to themselves, “My soul is bowed 
down’’? 

But there is a brighter side: let us 
turn to that. “My heart is fixed,” says 
the psalmist. It is as though a vessel 
that is seeking shelter from some 
storm suddenly finds anchor ground. 
Here we have a picture of life. We 
see the barque of life, tempest-tossed, 
blown hither and thither; but, “My 
heart is fixed,” and hence I can only 

, Swing within the circle of the prescribed 
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radius, and that radius is the love and 
power of God. The man who wrote this 
Psalm \learned that the one thing nec- 
essary to the obedient soul in meeting 
the great demands of life is the fixed 
heart. The believer, in his attitude of 
faith toward God, is no fair-weather 
adherent. The man who really knows 
God knows Him well enough to trust 
in Him at all times. In his life there 
has come a great crisis: his affections 
have been captured. This is true also 
of our relationships one with another. 
We find it easy to believe through thick 
and through thin in the man or woman 
whom we have learned to love. The be- 
liever is one whose heart’s instincts have 
become satisfied in the love of God as 
revealed in Jesus Christ; and where 
the affections have been captured, faith 
and obedience become vital and neces- 
sary. 

This is the faith that declines to pass 
hasty judgments on God because of the 
difficulties of progress in the Christian 
life, because of the opposition in-which 
faithfulness is involved, because of the 
seeming failure of our efforts, and be- 
cause of the future with all its forebod- 
ing uncertainty. Faith—why, its very 
nature is patience and long-suffering. 
Faith refuses to regard the unexplained 
as the inexplicable. It refuses to be- 
lieve that, because a man cannot see the 
way out, therefore, there is no way out. 
It refuses to believe that because a thing 
is mystifying to the soul, there is, there- 
fore, no solution of it in God. Faith 
says that if life is a tangled skein—as 
it often is—one end of it is tied to the 
throne of God. If this faith does not 
make your experience easier, it does 
make it more fruitful. If it does not 
rob it of its pain, it does invest life 
with a new interpreting light. If it does 
not take all the uneasiness out of life, 
it does bring a new and unfailing in- 
spiration into life. 

Finally, let us leave the case of David 
and his pursuer; let us leave the circle 
of our own experience of life; and let 
us get back to the blessed Christ of God, 
who is, pre-eminently the Man of the 
bowed-down soul and the fixed heart. 
His Evangel to us is just this: “Your 
heavenly Father knoweth.” Like some 
volume whose letter-press is illustrated 
by the skill of the artist, that word of 
God is illustrated by His own life. The 
Gospel for us is just this: union with 
Him, the infusion of His own Spirit 
into our spirits. Oh, that we may share 
in His work, and in His service! May 
this word of the Psalmist’s lead us all 
to His feet. “My soul is bowed down,” 
but, “my heart is fixed.” 


Let but the heart be sincerely engaged 
for God, and the head and hand, the 
estate and interest, and all will be 
cheerfuliy employed for Him.—Matthew 
Henry. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 
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Face of the Deep. By Dudley J. Whit- 
ney. (Vantage Press, New York 1; $2.50.) 
The author attempts to disprove what 
he considers naturalistic explanations 
for the origin of the world and its pres- 
ent geologic phenomena, and to show that 
the only possible explanation lies in a 
supernatural interpretation that includes 
a gigantic “aqueous cataclysm,” which 
molded the face of the earth into its 
present form. For his defense of the 
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supernatural and of the authenticity of 
the Scriptures, particularly as it concerns 
Noah’s flood, the author is to be com- 
mended. The two theses of the book are 
that the earth is approximately 6,000 
years old, and that the geological fea- 
tures of the earth’s surface can be ex- 
plained by the Flood. He opposes the 
view of present-day geologists with their 
principle of uniformitarianism, that is, 
that the present is the key to the past. 


But, in his arguments against uniform-- 


itarianism, he constantly uses that prin- 
ciple to support his own arguments. 
Therefore, he accepts the principle as 
far as he feels that it supports his posi- 
tion, but rejects it when it seems to 
support the theory of geologic ages. He 
ably discusses many of the lesser argu- 
ments for the theory of geologic ages, 
but he overlooks many of their strong- 
est arguments. The basic weakness of 
the book, however, is that the author 
fails to present a comprehensive and 
unified view of his own position. Point- 
ing out errors in another system does 
not necessarily prove one’s own. The 
book is a good presentation of the views 
presented earlier in this century by 
George McCready Price, to whom it is 
dedicated. It is a serious attempt to 
defend the Scriptures, but the presenta- 
tion is marred by the author’s belief 
that any other than his own view of 
Flood geology is naturalistic, and there- 
fore contrary to the Scriptures. 


How To Preach to People’s Needs. By 
Edgar N. Jackson. (Abingdon Press, 
Nashville 2, Tenn., $2.75.) In seventeen 
chapters, the author deals with such 
matters as preaching to the guilt-laden, 
the fearful, the insecure, the lonely, the 
angry, and the like, and there is scarcely 
a human need that cannot be classified 
in one of these categories. Unfortunately, 
the outlook is distinctly psychological 
and not Biblical. The author tries to 
meet the problems by human reasoning 
rather than by divine revelation, adapted 
to human experience. For example, in 
dealing with those who are alcoholics, 
he leans to the Alcoholics Anonymous 
idea, rather than showing the need of 
regeneration first, with the consequent 
total and immediate deliverance that 
God will give to the born-again one, 
as he claims such victory by faith, There 
is no solid doctrinal foundation and no 
application of the blessed promises of 
God to human need. The author is ob- 
viously Liberal in his views, and most 
of his quoted material comes from Lib- 
erals and Modernists. 


The House of Peace. By Louisa A. 
Dyer. (Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., 


New York 3; $3.) It seems a rewarding 
thing’ to probe deeply into the past of 
some American locale and chronicle one’s 
findings for others, and Miss Dyer, who 
has done just that, has naturally chosen 
Albany and environs since she herself 
was brought up on one of the old Dutch 
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holdings. Her first chapters deal with 
the Mahican Indians who inhabited the 
upper reaches of the Hudson, and one 
learns much detail about the not-so- 
primitive lives of the “Wilden,” as the 
Dutch called them. Fortunately for the 
colonists, these were among the most 
civilized and peace-loving of all the 
Indian tribes, 


Part II begins with Henry Hudson and 
his “Canoe-With-Wings” that sailed up 
the Water-That-Flows-Two-Ways. Swift 
on his heels came Christaensen and 
Block, the Dutch fur traders who built 
the first fort in 1613. Captain May fol- 
lowed with his Walloons, then peace- 
making Sebastian Krol, and, at last, 
Director Van Rensselaer and the first 
patroons. These big-hearted pioneers 
not only kept peace with the Indians 
but received even the later English rule 
with tolerance and understanding. Here 
the story pauses to describe the settlers’ 
homes, furniture, food, and dress; their 
laws, customs, and their educational and 
religious advancement. The last chap- 
ter tells of the 1754 conference, when 
Ben Franklin’s Plan of Union was pre- 
sented. Though premature, the idea de- 
fended still the city’s Indian title, House 
of Peace. 


God’s Truth Versus Man’s Theories. By 
J. H. Gauss, D.D. (Faithful Words Pub. 
Co., St. Louis 4; $2.50.) To help men 
know both revealed truth and the re- 
ligions of men, Dr. Gauss has gathered 
pertinent facts and presented them in 
such a way that anyone who wants to 
can know the difference between the 
true Way of Life and the teachings of 
various sects that claim to be the way. 
Accurate accounts of the following faiths 
are included: Roman Catholicism, Juda- 
ism, Unitarianism, Universalism, Chris- 
tian Science, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Seventh-Day Adventism, Pentecostalism, 
Mormonism, Spiritism, Swedenborgian- 
ism, Theosophy, New Thought, Unity. 
How to refute the false teachings of 
these groups, and illustrations of the 
converting power of the true Gospel are 
given. Apt Scripture texts are abun- 
dantly quoted throughout. The author 
has done a thorough job, and the re- 
sult is a dependable guidebook that will 
lead its readers safely through the maze 
ot man’s confusing thoughts to God’s 
clear truth. 

we 


Colored Slides and Filmstrips 
of the Holy Land 


EAUTIFUL colored slides (2x2”) and 

filmstrips (35 mm.) of actual scenes 
in Bible Lands have been produced by 
the Matson Photo Service. G. Eric Mat- 
son, manager, lived in Palestine for 
many years and his company has car- 
ried on continuous service in Jerusalem 
since 1898, 


There are several series containing 
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from twelve to fifty-two slides on such 
subjects as “The Life of Our Lord,” 
“Flowers of Palestine,” “Blue Galilee,” 
and “Babylon.” With each set comes 
a syllabus, providing information and 
commentary based on personal knowl- 
edge of the lands and their peoples. 

There are three sets of filmstrips, de- 
signed for use with a manually operated 
projector accommodating a roll. These 
are “The Life of Our Lord” ($7), “The 
Twenty-third Psalm” ($3.50), and “Blue 
Galilee” ($3). Each of these will be 
accompanied by a manual providing 
commentary by the photographer, who 
spent over fifty years in Palestine, as 
well as pertinent information, including 
Bible quotations and references. 

A folder listing titles and prices of 
400 slides may be obtained from the 
Matson Photo Service, 1282 South High- 
land Avenue, Los Angeles 19. 


A Good Use for Back Copies 


LD copies of THE Sunpay ScHoo. 

TIMEs are welcomed and will be 
put to good use by the Rev. O. L. Smith, 
who conducts the “Desert Pulpit” in 
Arizona. He holds services in migrant 
camps, prisons, jails, Indian villages, and 
street meetings. He distributes litera- 
ture in these and also in army camps, 
mining camps, and hospitals for tuber- 
He is also the Arizona 
distributor for the American Bible So- 
ciety. At Friendly Corners, Ariz., he 
now has the first and only chapel in 
Arizona built for cotton pickers. He is 
hoping that another may be built in 
the Santa Cruz River Basin district. 


Mr. Smith can also use canceled post- 
age stamps. 

Back numbers of the Trues and other 
Christian periodicals and postage stamps 
should be sent to the Rev. O. L. Smith, 
P. O. Box 1388, Tucson 8, Ariz, 


" 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 26 


4, Market Places of, Significance 
(Matt. 20:3-7; Mark 12:38-40; 
Acts 16:19-21) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

N THIS fourth in the series of im- 

aginary journeys to the Holy Land, 
we are to look in upon some of the 
market places mentioned in the Bible. 
Market places in Bible times were the 
business centers. Here practically all 
the business of the town or city was 
transacted. Not only were food, meat, 
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cattle, and the like bought and sold in 
these places, but here also was the slave 
mart, ‘and the headquarters of the 
moneylenders, It was often the custom 
for judges or magistrates to conduct 
their hearings in the market place, and 
here, as might be expected, were also 
the beggars and fakers, and all those 
that prey upon gullible human nature, 
ve 

The market place, as our first Scrip- 
ture portion in Matthew 20 shows us, 
was also the place where laborers could 
be hired, and the Lord in the parable 





























On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you im your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 
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related in this chapter told of men 
standing idle in the market place wait- 
ing for someone to hire them for serv- 
ice (vs, 3, 5). 

54 


The market place was also the place 
where some of the Pharisees loved to 
walk, as our second Scripture portion 
in Mark 12 indicates. Here they could 
be seen and admired, as they strutted 
about in their elaborate robes, and could 
receive the salutations of those who 
were willing to praise them and curry 
favor, 

we 

In the third Scripture portion for this 
week’s lesson, the market place was the 
scene of a magistrate’s hearing or in- 
vestigation into the actions of Paul and 
Silas, whose vigorous preaching of the 
Gospel and whose deliverance of a de- 
mon-possessed girl had interfered with 
the fortunetelling business of certain 
men in Philippi. 


Sometimes the market place was the 
scene of dishonest and unholy practices, 
as the Lord Jesus found when certain 
men moved their market place into the 
very courts of the Temple in Jerusalem 
(Mark 11:15-18; Luke 19: 45-47; Matt. 21: 
12, 13). They had taken advantage of 
the pilgrims that had come to Jerusa- 
lem to worship, and, in the guise of 
offering a convenient service in the sale 
of birds and animals for the Temple of- 
ferings and the exchange of gnoney into 
the Temple qpoinage, were fleecing the 
people and bringing God’s house into 
disrepute. On two different occasions 
the Lord indignantly upset the tables of 
the money-changers and drove out the 
sellers of birds and animals. 


Perhaps the greatest lesson for us, in 
thinking about the market places of 
Bible times, lies in a recognition of the 
fact that God wants to use us in the 
business places of the world today. We 
may not be able to preach as @id Paul 
and Silas, nor to cast out evil spirits, 
but we certainly can witness for the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the place where 
we are employed. Do those who work 
alongside of us see that we have some- 
thing worth while—something that they 
are missing in life? Do they know by 
our simple, but exacting and consistent 
honesty -in giving our employer full 
measure in the job he is paying us to 
perform? 

Is the peace and joy in our lives mak- 
ing fellow employees thirsty for the water 
of life we have? Do we use the op- 
portunities that come our way to speak 
to them about the Lord Jesus Christ 
and to recammend Him to them? 

The market place in today’s world is 
a busy place, but the eyes of countless 
persons there are upon us, Are you 
satisfied with the impression you are 
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giving the workers there concerning 
your Lord and Master? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
He ‘ 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 20 to 26 


Mon.—Matthew, 4:1-11. 
The Tempted Saviour. 


PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “Then was Jesus 
led up of the spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted of the devil.” The first 
Adam had to meet the Tempter. He 
failed God and man. The Last Adam 
met the Tempter and stood, and later 
crushed his head at the cross. God 
wrought our salvation. By incarnation, 
He accomplished for us more than 
Adam lost. -Satan’s victor, the Lord 
from Heaven, is our victory. “Thanks 
be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” “In 
that he himself hath suffered being 
tempted, he is able to succour them 
that are tempted” (1 Cor. 15:57; Heb. 
2:18). Pray for Morning Cheer Bible 
Conference, Sandy Cove, North East, 
Md, 


Tues.—Ephesians 6:10-17. 
The Christian Soldier. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Put on the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil.” 
The fight of faith is your greatest bat- 
tle. If faith fails, victory is impossible; 
for “this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith’—which is 
“the faith of the Son of God” (Gal. 2:20; 
with 1 John 5:4). The Christian, to be 
a good soldier, must have on the whole 
panoply of God. We cannot pick our 
virtues, neither can we select this or 
that piece of our armor. It is either all 
or none in this fight with “principalities 
and powers.” Are you in armor? Pray 
for the Ontario Bible Conference, Ly- 
coming, N. Y. 


Wed.—Romans 12:1-13. 
The Transformed Life. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “And ... be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God.” We need to be saved from 
self after we have been pardoned 
through the bloodshedding of the Son of 
God. Our wills need to be taken and 
made His so that His mind may be in 
us. “Only thus can Christ be magnified 
in our lives by life and death. Only thus 
can men discover Christ in our life. Do 
others know that you have been with 
Jesus and learned of Him? (See Phil 
2:3, 5; 3:15). Pray for America’s Kes- 
wick, Keswick Grove, N. J. 
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Thurs.—Galatians 6:1-10. 
Restoring the Fallen. 


PraYEeR SvuccestTions: “Brethren, if a 
man be overtaken ina fault, ye which 
are spiritual, restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, 
lest thou also be tempted.” Faults can 
be very dangerous for the one who 
makes them, and for those who know 
about them. It is an important Christian 
duty to correct faults and to restore 
those who have been overtaken by mis- 
deeds, but this must be done in the 
Christian spirit and way, with meek- 
ness and awareness of one’s own liabil- 
ity to fall under temptation. Our Lord’s 
restoration of Peter is your example. 
Pray for Niagara Bible Conference, Ol- 
cott, N. Y. 


Fri.—2 Timothy 4:1-8. 
Fighting the Good Fight. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith.” The Christian’s 
warfare is for all of this life in the flesh. 
Are you putting up a good fight? Will 
you make a good finish? Is your pro- 
fession, confession, contest, and the ex- 
ecution and completion of your Chris- 
tian duty such as will have the Lord’s 
approval and His reward? Pray for 
the Red Feather Lakes Bible Conference, 
Red Feather Lakes, Colo. 


Sat.—James 1:1-12. The Crown of Life. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed is the 
man that endureth temptation: for when 
he is tried, he shall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord hath promised 
to them that love him.” All Christians 
must have their period of faith-testing. 
This world is God’s proving ground for 
His saints. Your submission, persever- 
ence, purity of purpose, behavior under 
varying circumstances will have ample 
opportunity to indicate quality and 
strength. But faith’s endurance shall 
have glorious rewards. These will ex- 
ceed the highest expectation and fondest 
hopes in the Kingdom of God. Pray for 
the North Mountain Bible Conference, 
Red Rock, Pa, 


Sun.—James 1:13-21. 
Doers of the Word. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Be ye doers 
of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves” (v. 22). 
Make this your regular, daily busi- 
ness. Let God teach you out of His 
Word day by day how you're to walk 
His “narrow way.” Unless you read 
so as to know His will, how can you 
ever have your life conformed to His 
will? His precepts are for your prac- 
tice. Be not like those (and they 
are a great number) who are “ever 
learning” but never coming unto the 
knowledge of God’s truth (1 Tim. 
3:7). Receive, heed, and proclaim 
God’s Word. Pray for Camp Wa- 
banna, Mayo, Md. 








